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REPORT, 



" The qaalitj of mercj is not strained ; 

♦ » • • It ia twice bleee'd ; 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes." 

In a recent national emergency, when the 'misfortunes which 
afflicted the people of France weref awakening the sympathies of 
every American heart, the sensibilities of the members of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of this city were deeply enlisted. ^ The questions 
relating to the results or duration of the war whidc ''^as then 
raging between two nations, with each of which we liad always en- 
joyed relations of amity and good will, were in n9 perjseiin^qlvei fgc 
the movement which had for its object the relief of distress which 
had overwhelmed the population of one of them ; but it was espe- 
cially recognised and gratefully remembered, that the feelings of 
friendship existing between France and the United States had 
grown up from traditions the most sacred in the history of both 
countries. It was well considered, therefore, that in ministering to 
the wants of an impoverished people, our action would affect no 
question of nationality, while it would promote and elevate the 
principles of beneficence and humanity. 

The Chamber of Commerce could scarcely fail to recall the cir- 
cumstances under which on previous occasions its kindred efforts 
had been blessed in behalf of other nations suffering from great and 
sudden calamities. The famine in Ireland, five and twenty years 
ago, was shorn of a portion of its terrors by the entrance into the 
waters of that country of a noble barque laden with the means of 
preserving human life ; while at a later day the smitten population 
of Lancashire, in England, welcomed a like fntervention in the ad- 
vent of the " George Griswold," freighted from the same considerate 
source. 

It is proper in this place to recur, for a moment, to the condition 
of the opposing forces in the recent war between France and Ger- 
many during the mid-summer and autumn of the year 1870. A 
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series of fierce encounters, gallantly contested by both parties, had 
resulted disastrously to the arras of France. The German army, 
after a succession of victories almost unparalleled in the history 
of modern warfare, found itself confronting the gates of the capital 
of France, and its leaders were demanding an entrance in tones 
which did not admit of delay. The invading columns had overrun 
the fairest portions of the rural districts, bringing with them that 
stagnation of trade and industry which is among the terrible ac- 
companiments of war. 

In many places the production of food essential to human life had 
almost ceased, and it appeared as if famine were about to encircle 
with relentless grasp the unoffending population, a large proportion of 
which consisted of old men, women and children, wholly or in great 
part exempt from any share in the responsibility for these disasters. 
But the spirit of the French people, which has so often shone so 
brightly amid defeat, was still unconquered, and the end, though 
neai; a^ ))^nd] ip the estimation of all dispassionate observers, could 
*• *•••* not^ V*t^li:«tjJ^g5nty be predicted. And although public sympathy 
• • • .• .for. these sorrows -jsras alive, and only awaited the fitting time and 
/•\: :•*: ^(jlGMrfiStaBe«'^ Vbe*n it should be made manifest, yet it was felt that 
the occasion had not arrived for invoking the aid which was subse- 
quently so generously extended. 

The suggestion which inaugurated the movement which is the 
subject of this report, was first made at a meeting of the Chamber 
of Commerce, held on the 20th of December, 1870, in the hall of 
the Young Men's Christian Association. For the reasons above 
stated, this suggestion was not acted on, but was referred for con- 
sideration to the Executive Committee, by whom it was favorably 
reported, in a series of resolutions introduced at a subsequent meet- 
ing on the 2d of February, 1871. These resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted. 

The relations between the two nations in conflict had4n the in- 
terval materially changed. An armistice, which all hoped would 
be the harbinger of a permanent peace, had been agreed on, and it 
seemed as if the moment had arrived when the sensibilities of none 
could be offended by the enlistment of the sympathy which un- 
doubtedly existed in the community, earnestly anxious not further 
to postpone the mission of mercy. A Committee of thirty members, 
subsequently increased to sixty, was formed, and the practical de- 
tails of their work will be found in a further portion of this report. 

At the first meeting of this Committee, as soon as the forms of 
organization could be complied with, and before the subscription 



lists had been opened, it was determined to send to Mr. Wash- 
BURNE, the United States Minister, in Paris, the sum of fifty thou- 
sand francs, as an earnest of further and more substantial effort. 
By that mysterious agency which binds the two hemispheres to- 
gether, this measure of practical relief was made known to those 
whose duty it was to administer it on the day following the action 
of the Committee. The Atlantic telegraph cable conveyed to the 
house of Messrs. J. S. Mobgan & Co., in London^ a transfer of the 
sum thus appropriated, and the beneficiaries were soon made aware 
that the urgency of their necessities was known and appreciated by 
their friends in America. 

The ofQcers elected by the Committee at their first meeting were 
a Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary, and to them the duties and 
powers of an Executive Committee were confided, and under their 
direction the work was chiefly carried on. At a later period, the 
Rev. Henby W. Bellows was added. to this Committee, and to his 
matured experience and sound advice much of the success of the 
movement is due. 

The work of the Committee had now fairly commenced. Ap- 
peals to the citizens of the entire country — to the manufacturer and 
merchant of the East, and the farmer and artisan of the West — were 
prepared, and by the kindness of the Hon. Wm. Orton, President 
of the Western Union Telegraph Company, and Mr. J. W. Simonton, 
Manager of the Associated Press, were extensively and effectually 
and, it may be stated, gratuitously circulated. The Executive 
Committee met in daily session, and received valuable aid from Mr. 
Geoegs Wilson, the eflicient Secretary of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, 

Donations of food and qlothing began to flow in from this and 
neighboring cities, and the United States Store Ship " Supply" was 
placed at the disposal of the Committee, for the transportation of 
these contributions and of the provisions subsequently purchased. 

General sympathy with the effort grew steadily. The aid of 
;*eligious organizations had been invoked, and the following pastoral 
letter from the Right Reverend Bishop Potter, of New- York, which 
was read in the Churches throughout his Diocese, is a specimen of 
the means which were employed to evoke the Christian sympathies 
of all who were charitably disposed : 

To the CUrgy and Laity of the Diocese of Nbw- York : 
Very Dear Brethren : 
Your Bishop, who has so often appealed to you, and never in vain, 



for objects of religious interest, appeals to you to-day in behalf of a 
Buffering nation. The French people, who once stretched out a 
helping hand to us in our great need, have been smitten and over- 
shadowed by a storm of war. Vast portions of France have been 
laid utterly waste. The mournful remains of desolated families are 
left by the retiring scourge to face the horrors of famine, and to pre- 
pare for the pestilence which is sure to break out in the midst of a 
vast wreck of physical energies. Besides all present distress, it is 
to be remembered that throughout extensive districts the seed for 
another harvest is wanting. 

Many of our countrymen, as well as many in other countries, are 
hastening to minister relief, so far as they may, to this great misery. 
Already our ships are being freighted with supplies to help save 
the perishing. 

At such a moment you will agree with me that we have nothing 
to do with political questions. You will rejoice to take part in a 
great national effort to minister to the necessities of a sorely afflicted 
people. 

The French Relief Committee of the Chamber of Commerce of 
New- York, having kindly offered to make itself the Almoner of the 
nation's bounty, has proposed that Collections be made for this 
object in all the Churches of the country on the second Sunday in 
March, the 12th, *. e., the Third Sunday in I^nt, In this proposal, 
made known to me as I was preparing to take some action toward 
the same general end, I very cordially concur. The time is short, 
but the need is urgent. 

I would, therefore, most urgently recommend that Collections be 
made, if possible, in your Churches, on Sunday next, or as speedily 
as your circumstances will permit : and I would moreover respect- 
fully suggest that you avail yourselves of the agency of the said 
Relief Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, of which Mr. 
Charles H. Marshall is Chairman, and Mr. Charlbs Lanibr, No. 
27 Pine-street, New- York, is Treasurer. 

Commending you, dear Brethren, to the blessing of Almighty 

God, 

I am most affectionately, 

Your Friend and Brother, 

Horatio Potter, 

JBisJiop of New- York, 
New-York, March 9, 1871. 
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At an early stage of their proceedings, the Committee addressed 
general appeal to the people of the whole country, which was 



circulated by telegraph, and through the medium of the Associated 
Press published in almost every newspaper in the United States. 
The anxiety which was naturally felt for a favorable response was 
of brief duration. The American people, whose hearts are never 
closed to the claims of human suffering, did not allow this occasion 
to pass without showing their sympathy for a nation in distress. 
From the distant shores of the Pacific, San Francisco sent by an 
unseen messenger a sum exceeding ten thousand dollars in gold. 
Chicago, that fair city of the growing West, soon to be called on 
to bear a calamity greater for her than that she sought to alleviate, 
poured out her stores of grain and provisions to aid in the good 
work ; while Milwaukee, St. Louis and other places of note gave of 
their abundance, either in money or products for the same object. 
And the cities of Philadelphia and Boston were not backward in 
assuming their share of the work. Through Committees of their 
own organization, large sums were received and distributed, and in 
the latter city a brilliant fair was held, the results of which were large 
beyond all expectation. The Government steamer " Worcester" was 
despatched laden with supplies from Boston, and the ship '^ Relief^ 
subsequently followed from Philadelphia; and though owing to the 
difficulties of distribution, their cargoes, as well as that of the 
" Supply," were sold and converted into money, it may be con- 
fidently stated that no loss was sustained in consequence of this step, 
and while the charity was rendered more effective for those it was 
designed to benefit, it parted with none of its dignity and grace. 

As the movement progressed, it was participated in by Churches 
of all denominations, in which collections were taken up for the 
purpose at the solicitation of their Bishops and Pastors. The com- 
mercial organizations in this city gave also substantial proofs of 
their sympathy. From the Stock Exchange the sum of five thou- 
sand dollars was received, while at the Produce Exchange a meet- 
ing was held which was largely attended, and which resulted in 
subscriptions to the amount of nearly sixteen thousand dollars. 
This meeting was addressed by the Reverend Dr. Bellows, Mr. 
Wm. W. Wickes, Vice-President of the Exchange, Mr. Archibald 
Baxter, the Hon. William E. Dodqe, President of the Chamber of 
Commerce, and others. To them and to Mr. Stephen W. Caret, 
Secretary of the Exchange, the Committee are deeply indebted, nor 
must mention be omitted of those who generously offered theii* gra- 
tuitous services. Among these were Mr. John H. McCreery and 
Messrs. Conkixn & Co., who provided lighterage free of charge 
Mr. William Patterson, who offered free storage room for provi- 
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eioDS, of which the Committee availed themselves to a considerable 
extent, all the supplies received being placed in Mr. Patterson's 
stores till sold or shipped ; and it is proper to state that Mr. Edwabd 
Bill, who, during the famine in Ireland, purchased without charge 
the provisions shipped to that country for distribution, performed 
the same kindly service in this instance. To all these gentlemen, 
and to those who aided the work in any way, the Committee beg 
to return their grateful thanks. 

The Mercantile Library Association placed in the treasury of the 
Committee the proceeds of a lecture delivered by Mr. Wendell 
Phillips; and at the Union League Club House, an amateur 
theatrical performance was given, which produced the most satis- 
factory results. 

With a view of securing a more thorough and practical applica- 
tion of the funds in hand, it was decided to form a branch Com- 
mittee in London, whose members being near the scene of opera- 
tions, could better judge of the proper method and channels of 
distribution than those further removed. This was done by cable 
on the l^th of February by the appointment of Mr. Benjamin 
MoBAN, Secretary of the United States Legation in London, as 
Chairman, with whom were associated Messrs. Russell Sturgis, 
Hugh McCulloch, and J. S. Morgan, gentlemen of the highest 
reputation and character, who generously consented to accept the 
trust confided to them. It need hardly be stated, that the manner 
in which that trust w^as discharged was in every way satisfactory 
to the Committee here, who avail of this opportunity to express 
the deep obligations, of which they are fully sensible. 

The London Committee began their work by the selection as their 
agent of Mr. Henry T. Parker, a gentlemen of long residence 
abroad, thoroughly conversant with the French language, and pos- 
sessed of rare tact and powers of discrimination. Copious extracts 
from Mr. Parker's report are given in another place. It is due to 
Mr. Parker to acknowledge the ability and fidelity with which he 
performed his mission. The exactness and minuteness of detail 
whicb characterize the distribution of this fund, are in a great mea- 
sure the result of his efforts, and the Committee feel justified in 
asserting that a better choice could not have been made for the 
desired purpose. 

It soon became apparent that the most effective mode of distribu- 
tion would be in actual money, in preference to provisions or clothing, 
and the views arrived at by the Committee here were confirmed by 
information received from abroad. On this principle, therefore. 





afker the first purchase for the ship " Supply" had been made, the 
larger part of the fund was disposed of. There were many reasons 
which led to this conclusion, chief among which i^ere the difficulties 
which impeded the distribution of bulky articles, in consequence of 
the embarrassed condition of the rail-roads in France, many of which 
were in the hands of the Germans. The waste, moreover, conse- 
quent on any extended plan of this kind, was another consideration 
which the Committee did not fail to observe, as well as the proba- 
bility of misapplications of the gifts which, in the experience of 
kindred organizations, had, in many instances, found their way into 
the hands of unworthy recipients. The wisdom of the course, even- 
tually adopted by the Committee, has been fully justified by events. 

It may be necessary to allude bnefly to erroneous statements 
which obtained belief in certain quarters that portions of this fund 
were diverted to the misguided men, whose subsequent acts filled 
the world with horror and dismay. Nothing could be wider from 
the truth. The fund entrusted to Mr. Wasuburne, which was the 
only large amount sent directly to Paris, was employed by him for 
the relief of the poor in the valley of the Loire, and the villages in 
the vicinity of Paris which had suffered severely during the siege. 
No portion was received, either directly or indirectly, by those who 
were known as Communists. In the work of distribution, Mr. 
Washbuene associated with himself M. Jules Favre, who selected 
M. PiCARD, Minister of Finance, and Mr. Joseph Karrick Riggs, 
as the almoners. Mr. Stephen S. Lee, an American gentleman re- 
siding in Toure, whose co-operation with Mr. Parker was of great 
value, aided also in the distribution. From these gentlemen the 
Committee have received invaluable assistance. While nothing 
can add to the honors accorded to Mr. Washburne for the fidelity 
to duty under the most trying circumstances, with which he met all 
the responsibilities of his high position, a word of thanks from this 
source may not be unworthy of his acceptance. Mr. Riggs, also, 
who filled a most honorable part during the siege of Paris, the Com- 
mittee found ever ready to assume fresh burdens, and to him and 
Mr. Lee they tender their grateful acknowledgments. 

The Committee would also mention in this connection the names 
of the Count and Countess db Paris, the Countess de Monta- 
lembert and Miss Clara Barton, the last an American lady, who 
rendered most useful services in Strasbourg during the siege and 
subsequently. To each of the above various sums were entrusted, 
which were most judiciously and wisely administered, and nothing can 
exceed the exactness of the returns forwarded by the distinguished 
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member of the Orleans family, whose sympathies as well as efforts, 
all are aware, were not wanting to this country in its hour of need. 

Nor should the Committee allow to pass unnoticed the name of 
Mile. Othilie Bousson, a French lady residing in this city. Before 
any concerted action had been determined on, Mile. Bousson had in 
an unostentatious, but no less effective manner, given her energies 
to the relief of her suffering country. The supplies of clothing, 
provisions, &c., which she was enabled to collect and forward to 
various distributing agencies amounted in value to many thousands 
of dollars. Her countrymen owe this devoted and energetic woman 
a debt which cannot easily be cancelled, and the Committee have 
to thank her for the disposition of a quantity of provisions confided 
to her charge. 

The services rendered by the Press and its representatives in this 
city and elsewhere, which were freely accorded throughout, are not 
among thp least important of those which the Committee have to 
acknowledge. They were a valuable element in the success of the 
work. 

It should be stated that in all cases in which money or supplies 
were forwarded to the Committee from other cities for distribution, 
care was taken to impress upon those who received these gifts the 
sources from which they were derived. Thus the contributions of 
San Francisco, Chicago and other places were, as far as practicable, 
disbursed in the names of the localities which had sent them, a 
course which the Committee hope will be satisfactory to all. 

By the advice of Mr. Chables Lanier, the Treasurer of the fund, 
who left on the first of March to assist in the deliberations and work 
of the London Committee, as well as by the solicitations of the 
London Committee themselves, the agricultural districts were those 
to which relief was chiefly extended. By the aid thus afforded, the 
impoverished peasant, lingering among the ruins of his home, was 
enabled to commence life anew. A small amount of money, impos- 
sible for him to obtain unassisted under the circumstances in which 
he was placed, afforded him the means of replenishing his broken 
implements or purchasing new stock, or laying in supplies of cloth- 
ing or food needed for the winter months. How many hearts 
have been gladdened by this timely intervention ; what misery has 
been alleviated ; how many have been encouraged to gather new 
strength for the battle of life, are known to Him alone, whose 
watchful eye sees every pang to which suffering humanity is sub- 
ject. Enough information, however, has been obtained to clearly 
show^ how beneficent have been the results which have accrued 
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from this effort. But there is another and a more extended aspect 
than that which looks to material consequences alone. The moral 
effects of a movement such as was here brought into being are sim- 
ply incalculable. Though unseen, they are none the less strong. 
The charity which enlarges its bounds, and embraces within its 
scope those of another race and another language, is fruitful in cre- 
ating and preserving the ties which should exist between nations, 
and which go to make up the great brotherhood of man. By 
deeds such as these, the invisible links by which heart commu- 
nicates with heart throughout the world are strengthened, and it is 
difficult to resist the belief that actions so closely affecting the con- 
ditions of international courtesy and kindness, will not serve, if not 
to prevent wars, at least to soften their asperities, and perpetuate 
the influences of the benign principles of humanity and Christianity, 
In reviewing, therefore, the retrospect of the labors and duties, 
which are now brought to a close in the final words of this report, 
delayed in its publication from causes which have been unavoidable 
in their nature, the Committee find much to be grateful for. They 
are happy in being able to assure those they represent that the 
funds which have been so freely and generously entrusted to their 
hands, and by them as freely transmitted to others for use, have 
been employed to the best advantage, and the closest scrutiny has 
not detected any important errors, or awakened suspicions of any 
thing that is not just and proper. The minuteness and exactness of 
the returns sent them from every quarter show that nothing has 
been abstracted and little has been wasted. It is satisfactory to 
state, that those employed by the Committee have done their duty 
earnestly and faithfully. The Committee will not attempt to ex- 
press their gratification at the opportunities permitted them to per- 
form a work, which they are encouraged to hope, has proved useful 
in its results to some portion of the human family, while for them- 
selves individually it has been a pleasing task which has brought its 
own reward, and which will not soon pass away from their memo- 
ries. 

CHARLES H. MARSHALL, Chairman. 

CHARLES LANIER, Treamrer. 

ANSON PHELPS STOKES, Secretary. 
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At a meeting of the Chamber, held 20th December, 18V0, Mr. 
Chaklbs II. Mabshall moved, That measures be taken to raise a 
fund for the relief of the suffering population of France, This was 
referred, under the rules, to the Executive Committee. 

At a meeting of the Chamber, held 2d February, 1871, Mr. Mar- 
shall, by request of the Executive Committee, reported resolutions 
in favor of appointing a Committee to take measures for the relief 
of the suffering population of France. A Committee of thirty 
[afterwards increased to 60] was appointed. 

A meeting of this Committee was held Zd February, when Mr. 
Charles Lanier was elected Treasurer, and Mr. Anson Phelps 
Stokes was elected Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held Ath February, Mr. Charles 
H. Marshall, Chairman, presented an appeal, which was unani- 
mously adopted, and ordered to be signed by the officers of the Com- 
mittee, and printed with the names of the Committee, as follows : 

AN APPEAL 

To the People of the United States in behalf cf the Suffering 

Population of France, 

The Committee appointed by the Chamber of Commerce of the 
State of New-York to organize measures of relief for the suffering 
population of France, is now prepared to receive contributions of 
money and supplies, which will be gratefully acknowledged. 
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The Coraiuittee appeals to the American people for this object, 
in the sacred name of charity, and for that alone. It does not wish 
to refer to the nrferits of the conflict which has unhjippily arisen 
between the great nations of Germany and France, for it believes 
that discussion on these points should cease in the presence of suffer- 
ing and want. The German army, with a noble magnanimity, and 
setting an example which is worthy of all admiration, have shared 
their scanty rations with their starving foes. Let it not be said 
that we, of our abundance, have done less than they ! The French 
people have been engaged in a war of the most destructive character. 
It hap drawn fearfully upoa their resources, exhausted their supplies 
and crippled their industries. In the agricultural districts the last 
year's crop was a short one, and the present one was harvested only 
in part, while much of what was gathered has since been destroyed 
or appropriated to the use of the armies. Tlieir land has been the 
scene of numerous battles of terrible magnitude, and the horrors of 
war has been brought to their very doors. An immediate supply 
of food is needed for the starving population. The farmers must 
have seed to plant their fields in the spring, or the crops of the next 
season will not be forthcoming. Unless speedy action is taken for 
the relief of the inhabitants, intense misery and dcHtitution must 
prevail. Other nations are moving in this work of true humanity. 
Shall it be said that Americans stood idly by and extended no help- 
ing hand to the French people in their hour of distress ? Our duty 
as a Christian nation forbids us to be indifferent to their appeal for 
relief. The charity that gives quickly is a double charity ; and the 
Committee, therefore, cannot too strongly impress upon all the 
necessity of prompt action. Every day lost is for France a day 
of misery uualleviatcd. Contributions in money should be for- 
warded at once. Supplies of breadstuffs and seed for sowing the 
crops in the spring will, it is hoped, be sent by the farmers of the 
West, for the proper conveyance of which future arrangements will 
be made. 

The Committee calls upon its fellow citizens everywhere to en- 
gage in this work of humanity and love. It urges them to organize 
in every city, town and village, at once and earnestly, and to for- 
ward their contributions without delay. And. it feels assured that 
this appeal to the benevolence and charity of all will receive an 
earnest and generous response. 

CHARLES H. MARSHALL, Chairmaiu 
CHARLES LANIER, Treamrer. 
ANSON PHELPS STOKES, /Secretary. 
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Remittances in money, which will be transmitted to Paris without 
delay, can be made to Charles Lanier, Treasurer^ No. 27 Pine- 
street, or to any member of the following Committee : 

C. H. Marshall, 38 Burling Slip. Anson Phelps Stokes, 11 Cliff-st. 
A. S. Barnes, 113 William-st. John A. Stewart, 49 Wall-st. 
Lloyd Aspinwall, 54 South-st. Cyrus W. Field, 146 Broadway. 
William E. Dodge, 19 Cliff-st. Stephen W. Carey, 60 Beaver-st. 
S. B. RuGGLES, 16 Union Place. Wm. Seymour, Jr., 26 William-st. 
Charles E, Beebe, 104 Wall-st. Charles D. Dickey, 69 Wall-st. 

D. CoLDEN Murray, 62 South-st. Isaac H. Reed, 4 State-street. 
Henry Clews, 32 Wall-street. John T. Denny, 39 Wall-st. 
George C. Ward, 62 Wall-st. Charles C. Be am an. 

Pitt Cooke, 20 Wall-street. K Caylus, 67 Beaver-street. 
W. W. Sherman, 11 Nassau-st. Gustav Schwab, 68 Broad-st. 
A. T. Stewart, Broadway. David Dows, 20 South-street. 
Oliver Harriman, 65 Worth-st. Adrian Isblin, 68 Pine-street. 
A. S. Hatch, 6 Nassau-street E. Lentilhon, 24 Exch. Place. 

E. S. Jaffray, 360 Broadway. Joseph Seligman, 69 Broad-st. 
Morris K Jesup, 12 Pine-st. Edward Hincken, 3 William-st. 
J. T. Johnston, 1 1 9 Liberty-st. Willlam H. Guion, 63 Wall*8t. 
T. Roosevelt, 94 Maiden Lane. J. W. Simonton, 163 Broadway. 
Charles Lanier, 27 Pine-st. F. W. J. Hurst, 69 Broadway. 
P. LoRiLLARD, 16 Chambers-st. C. G. Francklyn, 4 Bowl'g Green. 
J. P. Morgan, 63 Exch. Place. F. Macdonald, 7 Bowling Green. 
L. P. Morton, 30 Broad-street. John G. Dale, 16 Broadway. 
Jackson S. Schultz, 96 Cliff-st. George Mackenzie, 68 B'way. 
R. Warren Weston, 64 South-st. William C. Bryant, 4 1 Nassau-st. 
Mablon Sands, 143 William-st. S. Remington, 2 Broadway. 
Edward Cromwell,123 Broad-st. Rev. G.J. Mingins, 30 Bible House. 
Elliot C. Cowdin, 98 Grand-st. Rev. H. W. Beecher, Brooklyn. 
John Austin Stevens, Jr. Rev.H.W.BELLows,232Rl6th-8t. 
William W. Wickes, 33 Front-st. Prof. R. O. Doremus, 10 Union PI. 

Messrs. David Dows, Is'aac H. Reed, S. W. Carey, C. G. 
Francklyn and Edward Hincken were appointed a Sub-Commit- 
tee to take charge of the receipt, storage and shipment of contribu- 
tions of grain and provisions. 

On motion, Eesolved^ That the following telegram be signed by 
the officers of the Committee : 

American Minister, Paris : Credit for fifty thousand francs, 
first remittance from citizens of New- York for suffering population 
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of France, placed at your disposal with J. S. Morgan Ss Co., 
London. 

(Signed,) CHARLES R MARSHALL, Chairman. 

CHARLES LANDfiR, Treamrer. 
ANSON PHELPS STOKES, Secretary. 

This was sent immediately. 

On motion, the Chainnan, Treasurer and Secretary were ap- 
pointed an Executive Committee to further the object. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held February 9th, the Chair- 
man of the Executive Committer reported progress on the work 
done and the subscriptions received. A promise had been obtained 
from the Government of national vessels for the free conveyance 
of supplies to France. A public meeting had been held at the 
Produce Exchange, at which addresses had been made by Hon. 
William E. Dodge, President of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
Rev. Henry W. Bellows, D. D., and Mr. William W. Wickes, 
Vice-President of the Produce Exchange, Mr. A. Baxter and others. 

On motion. Resolved^ That the Executive Committee be author- 
ized to make further remittances to France when they shall deem 
it best, and arrange for their proper distribution there. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held 16th February, the Rev. 
Henry W. Bellows, D. D., was added to the Executive Committee. 

On motion, JResolved^ That the Executive Committee have power 
to send one or more of its members to Europe to arrange for the 
distribution of funds and supplies there. 

On motion, Hesolved^ That the Executive Committee be author- 
ized to appoint Committees in London and Paris to assist in the 
distribution of funds and supplies. 

The Committee then adjourned, and a meeting of the Executive 
Committee was held, at which it was decided to forward the fol- 
lowing despatch: 

" Benjamin Moran, American Legation, London : Will you, J. 
S. Morgan, Hugh McCulloch and Russell Sturois act as an 
American Committee, to receive funds for the relief of starvation in 
France ? 

" We trust your judgment as to channels of distribution of funds 
subscribed here. 

" CHARLES H. MARSHALL, 

" Chairman Cammtttee.^^ 
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The following telegram was received from San Francisco : 

" San Fbancisco, Cal., Mb. 17, 1871. 

*' Charles H. Marshall, Chairmayi of Com7nittee of French Relief: 

" The Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco, having appointed 
a Committee to collect contributions for the relief of the suffering 
French people, I have now to inform you that I have sent a tele- 
graphic transfer through the Bank of California for $10,000 in gold, 
as the amount thus far collected from our citizens, and request that 
you will have the sum invested in food, and forwarded by the Gov- 
ernment vessel for distribution in France. On behalf of the Com- 
mittee, I would ask that your agents in France be informed that 
California sympathizes earnestly with the sufferings of the people, 
and would have made direct shipments to them, but believed that 
through your organization large and more speedy relief will be 
afforded. 

« C. ADOLPH LOW, 

" Chairman French Rdief Committee^'* 

** New- York, Feb, 18, 1871. 

" C. Adolph Low, Chairman French Relief Committee^ San Fran- 
^^ ciscoy Cal: 

" New- York sends her thanks to San Francisco, for her prompt 
and generous contribution. Yenr noble State is never backward 
in works of mercy and humanity. 

« CHARLES H. MARSHALL, 

" Chairman New- York Committee^ 

February 1 7th, a reply was received from Hon. Benjamin Mo- 
ban, stating that the London Committee would act as proposed. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee, held 18th February, 
it was resolved to send $10,000 at once by telegraphic transfer, to 
the London Committee. This was done immediately. 

It was Resolved^ That Mr. Charles Lanier be requested to pro- 
ceed to Europe, to co-operate with the Committees there in the dis- 
tribution of funds and supplies contributed here. Mr. Laniee 
offering to defray his own travelling expenses. 

The following Statement and Appeal was issued by the Com- 
mittee 23d February, and sent by the Associated Press, and the 
Western Union Telegraph Company, without charge, to all news- 
papers in the country : 
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The Committee for Relief of Starvation in France has placed on 
the United States ship ^^Supply*'* the flour and other provisions re- 
ceived from individual donors. The Committee has also bought 
flour, beef, canned "meat, etc. Each barrel and case has been 
branded " Gift of New- York," except 1,000 barrels of flour and 150 
tierces of beef, which have been branded " Gift of San Francisco," 
these having been purchased with funds received from that city. 
The Committee is in receipt of various ofiera of free freight from 
the West ; also of storage, callage, lighterage, and the services of 
brokers, stevedores and elevators, all free of charge. The Com- 
mittee now most earnestly appeals to the people for further contri- 
butions of flour and other provisions. These are coming to the 
Committee from some of the Western cities, each barrel branded 
with the name of the city giving it. Let every city, town and vil- 
lage in the country have its name enrolled on the Committee's 
books and marked on packages of food, seeds or clothing. Spring 
wheat for seed is greatly needed. The ship " Supply^^ will sail next 
week, and another Government ship or steamer will be placed at the 
Committee's disposal. Next Wednesday a member of the Committee 
will go to Europe at his own expense, to co-operate with committees 
there, to secure the most careful and efiicient distribution of fundS) 
and supplies contributed here. Let there be no delay in forward- 
ing further contributions for the millions of suffering women and 
children in the desolated agricultural districts of France. The 
Committee is under the greatest obligations to the Associated 
Press and Western Union Telegraph Company. 

CHARLES H. MARSHALL, Chairman. 
CHARLES LANIER, Treasurer, 
ANSON PHELPS STOKES, Secretary. 
HENRY W. BELLOWS. 

_ ^^ • 

February 27th, a telegram having been received from Benja- 
min MoRAN, Esq., the following was published through the Asso- 
ciated Press and Western Union Telegraph Company, as before ; 

A telegram from Mr. Moran, Chairman of our American Com- 
mittee, London, received at 4 P. M., yesterday, calls loudly for 
more aid from America for the relief of starving France. It is cer- 
tain that the anxiety of those near to the scene of famine is much 
more intense than ours ; and we call with new earnestness upon 
the American public for immediate contributions in money, in pro- 
visions and in seed. 
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Other cities or centres of collection, desiring to co-operate in this 
relief movement, can send their contributions to this Committee, 
which will carefully credit them to their sources, both here and in 
the report sent to France. If preferred, contributions may be for- 
warded direct to the American Committee in London, Benjamin 
MoBAN, Esq., Chairman. Funds received by. us will be transferred 
by telegram. 

Committee of Chambeb of Commebcb 

FOB THE Relief of the Fbench. 

Mr. Chas. LANiEB,Treasurer, reported the total amount of money 
contributions received by him up to February 27th, $110,628 61, of 
which $15,045 were from the Produce Exchange, $5,000 from the 
Stock Exchange, and $11,123 88 from the San Francisco Chamber 
of Commerce. 



MR. HENRY T. PARKER'S REPORT. 



London, llth Aprils 1871- 

• 

Messrs. Chables H. Mabshall, Chairman, 
Chasles Lanieb, TYeasureTj 
Anson Phklps Stokes, Secretary, 

Chamber of Commerce of the State of 
' NeuyYork, United States. 

Gentlemen : 

• 

Accompanied by my Secretary, Mr. G. S. Mubpht, I left London 
for Dieppe on the 2d March, under the following instructions ; your 
letter to the London Committee, also copied below^ was sent to me 
afterwards at Paris : 

"London, 2Sth JFebruart/, 1871. 

" To Henbt T. Pabkeb, Esq., London : 

" Sib, — ^The undersigned Committee, named in London for the 
distribution of a fund, a considerable portion of which has been 
collected, and additions to which are still being made in the City of 
New- York, with special reference to the relief of the suffering French 
in the agricultural districts of France, hereby accept your services 
to distribute the same, and propose the following plan for carrying 
out the object of the contributors : 

" You will please proceed to Paris via Dieppe, Rouen and other 
important towns and villages in that section of France, as soon as 
possible, and ascertain from personal observation the condition and 
wants of the people on the route. The sum of one thousand pounds 
is herewith placed in your hands for the immediate relief of urgent 
distress, together with a credit for further use for four thousand 
pounds in your favor on Paris. You will make arrangements with 
one of the American banking houses in that city, to send you money 
or provisions on your requisition, as you may need one or the other 
for distribution. 
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" From Paris you will please proceed to the towns and villages 
adjacent, and as far west and south as Tours, making contributions 
where needed. And you will please understand that it is desirable 
the source of the fund should be made known to those who get the 
benefit of it. 

" Reports of your action will be acceptable to the Committee. 
Your expenses will be paid, and a reasonable remuneration be 
allowed. Wishing you success in your mission, 

" We are, sir, very truly yours, 

(Signed,) " Benjamin Moran, Chairman. 

" Hugh McCulloch. 
" Russell Stukgis. 
" J. S. Morgan." 



"Chamber of Commerce of the State of New-York, 

"Instituted A. D. 1768. 

" New-York, 20th February^ 1871. 

" Messrs. Benjamin Moran, J. S. Morgan, Russell Sturgis and 
Hugh McCulloch : 

" Gentlemen, — We are in receipt of a dispatch from Mr. Ben- 
jamin Moran, dated Feb'y 18th, in reply to ours of the 17th idem, 
and are pleased to learn therefrom that you have consented to act as 
an American Committee, in London, for the distribution of a part of 
the funds collected here for the relief of the suffering French. 

" We have, therefore, to-day, made a telegraphic transfer of £ 1 0,000, 
say ten thousand pounds sterling, to Messrs. J. S. Morgan & Co., 
London, which have been placed to the credi^ of your Committee. 
We have made the transfer to you by telegraph to secure the most 
efficient and prompt application of the money entrusted to us. For 
the purpose of stimulating further contributions from the people 
here, we hope you will send us, at the earliest practicable moment, 
a short dispatch, giving us some definite information that the funds 
are being efficiently employed, and that relief has been afforded in 
some particular localities in France. We would be pleased also to 
receive full reports by mail of your action and the results therefrom 
for publication here, and some acknowledgment from the French 

Eeople that the relief is appreciated as coming from America would 
e particularly useful. 

" We desire to obtain, moreover, if possible, some fapts and inci- 
dents regarding the suffering in districts desolated by war ; a forcible 
presentation of a few details will, we think, awaken more sympathy 
than any general statements. 

" We have not suggested to your Committee any plan for the dis- 
tribution of the funds placed in your hands, as we deemed that you, 
being as it were on the spot, could choose without difficulty the 
most effective and speedy cnannels. 
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" We learn, however, the greatest distress exists at present in the 
agricultural districts, and in our telegram of to-day we intimated 
that relief should be extended to those sections, rather than to Paris, 
to which city we have already sent a remittance of fifty thousand 
francs, through Mr. Washburne, the American Minister. We think 
that supplies might be forwarded to the poorer classes in the rural 
districts, especially to those who have been particularly affected by 
the losses of the war. 

" Hoping that your efforts may be attended with every success, and 
thanking you for your prompt acceptance of the trust which we 
have been able to confide to you, 

" We remain, <fcc., 

(Signed,) "Chables H. Mabshall, Chairman. 

'* Charlbs Lanixb, Hreasurer, 
" Amson Phelps Stokes, Se/cretary^'^ 

The French Ambassador in London, besides the visa to my pass- 
port from the United States Legation, kindly gave me the following 
special pass : 

** AmhasHode de France en Angkterre : 

" Nous, Ambassadeur de France h Londres prions les autorit^s 
civiles et militaires de la Re'publique Fran^aise de laisser librcment 
circuler Monsieur Henry Parker, Citoyen Am^ricain, qui se rend 
en France j?a»ry distribuer des seeours aicxvictimes de la guerre. 

" Londres, le \er Mars^ 1871. 

" Pour r Ambassade de France et par ordre, 
" Le Secretaire de PAmbassade, 

" (Signe,) Cte. de Cauchaux.^' 

The time was so short between my appointment and departure, 
that I was unable to obtain advice or information from any one ; two 
rules, however, at once suggested themselves : 1st. To use .the great- 
est care to secure the appointment of honest and impartial commit- 
tees of distribution. 2d. To endeavor to produce a decided eff^ect 
upon a small district, rather than to scatter small sums of money 
over a largo extent of country. These rules I have constantly 
kept in view, and experience has shown me that both are wise ; the 
appointment of committees has given me, in some cases, no little 
trouble, but I am very glad to be able to state, in this connection, 
that the Cur6s {i. e., the Roman Catholic Priests,) invariably said to 
me, " appoint a committee ; give no funds to any one person for dis- 
tribution ;" while the only Pasteur {i. e., Protestant minister) I 
had the pleasure of meeting, said, in naming the members of his 
Committee, " by all means the Cure^ for he is an excellent man." 
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The following was the form of receipt for every donation : 

" Re^u de H. T. Pabkeb, la somme de francs, 

laquelle fait partie de I'argent souscrit par les Citoyens de la Ville 
de New-YorK, (Etats-Unis d'Am6rique,) pour venir en aide aux 
victimes de la guerre dans les Provinces de France." 

The Committee of Distribution promised that every person re- 
ceiving relief should be told from where the money had come, and 
also^ that when the distribution should be completed, a full account 
of it should be sent to me. I have reason to believe that notices of 
several donations were inserted in the newspapers of Dieppe and 
Rouen ; copies of all these were ordered to be sent me at the Le- 
gation in Paris, but the only one I have received was the follow- 
ing: 

Journal de Houen^ Mercredi, 8 Mars^ 1871. 

" Monsieur le Vice-Pr6sident du Comite central, fond6 k Rouen 
pour venir au secours des victimes de la guerre, nous adresse la 
note suivante : 

" Notre ville vient de recevoir uno nouvelle marque de sympathie 
des Etats-Unis d'Amerique. Un comite fonde k New- York, a r6uni, 
k I'aide de souscriptions, une somme importante destin6e a venir en 
aide aux veuves et aux orphelins les plus gravement 6prouv6s par 
les malheurs de la guerre. 

"Ha d616gu6 un de ses membres, M. Parker, pour visiter les 
pays occup6s, se rendre compte des miseres subies et les all^ger dans 
la mesure des ressources dont il dispose. 

" M. Parker, qui se . trouve en ce moment -k Rouen, a rerais au 
CQmit6 central constitu6 pour venir en aide aux victimes de la 
guerre une somme de 10,000 fcs. 

" Nous ne saurions trop remercier les citoyens de New- York et 
leur digne interpr^te, M. Parker. Dans la situation douloureuse 
ou se trouve la France, on est heureux de rencontrer de tels 
t^moignages." 

On first landing in France, I was cautious in speaking of the object 
of my mission, except to those persons from whom I wished to obtain 
information, as the whole country from Dieppe to Paris was still in 
the hands of the Germans ; even then, however, I was able to say 
something quietly to the tradesmen into whose shops I went, to the 
landlords of the hotels, &c, ; with rare exceptions, and some of these 
I am disposed to think may be explained by the astonishment of the 
people that relief should have come to them from such a distance, 
rather than by want of proper feeling, my announcement was re- 
ceived with warm expressions of delight ; some were evidently very 
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uncertain in what part of the world New-York was situated, but 
there was no uncertainty as to their gratitude. ' 

After leaving Paris there was no reason for caution, and I took 
every possible opportunity of telling what I had come for ; the same 
result followed, and though some Americans and Englishmen have 
told me that French gratitude was only on the surface, and that 
your generous relief would soon be forgotten, I am confident they 
draw their inference from Paris alone, and, so far as the Provinces 
are concerned, are completely mistaken. 

I was also very favorably impressed by the leading men of the 
various cities and villages to whom I applied for information ; there 
were exceptions, of course, some very striking ones, but as a general 
rule they were men of business habits, careful in their statements, 
well informed, and desirous to spend wisely what I gave them ; 
some of them were not unnaturally disposed to pr^ss the claims of 
their own districts as against their neighbors, especially when they 
represented a large Commune, surrounded by smaller ones, but of 
the honesty and impartiality of most, I feel assured. 

On arrival at Dieppe, the American Consul, Mr. Jxtlbs Lb Vbet, 
introduced me to the Mayor, Mr. Legbos, and the ex-Mayor, Mr. 
Lb Bourgeois. The following is the substance of the statement 
made by the latter gentleman in the presence of the others : 

" The relief of distress immediately caused by the war in the town 
and canton of Dieppe (comprising about 24,000 inhabitants) is now 
in the hands of a committee, of which he is president. 

" The results of their labors, thus far, are as follows : 

"They assist 11 tf families of soldiers and 51 families of sailors, 
and their organization especially provides for those families which 
have been left destitute tnrough the death or injury of those who 
were their chief support. 

"The said Committee has paid, as allowance, acocording to a 
careful scale established by them, the sum of about 5,000 ^s. per 
month, and if their subscriptions will enable them to continue it, 
must pay at the same rate for at least a year more. Their balance 
on hand is 12,000 fcs. There is no present prospect of their sub- 
scriptions reaching any thing like tne amount they require, the 
people of Dieppe and its neigliborhood, never rich, having been very 
seriously impoverished by German requisitions. They also stated 
to me that they had no reason to believe that any other immediate 
relief was required between here and Rouen." 

After this statement I at once gave a month's support to their 
charity, viz., 5,000 francs. 

This was acknowledged in the following letter to myself: 
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"Mairib db Dieppe, 

" Dieppe, le 3 Mara^ 1871. 

" MoNSiEUB, — Mr. le President du Corait6 de secours a I'arm^e 
vient de m'informer que vous avez bien voulu lui verser la somme 
de cinq mille francs provenant de parti e de I'argent souscrit par les 
citoyens de New- York pour venir en aide aux victimes de la guerre 
danR les provinces de France. Je m'empresse de vous en remercier, 
Monsieur, au nom de la ville de Dieppe et je vous prie d*exprimer h, 
vos concitoyens toute notre gratitude pour leur g^n6reuse et frater- 
nelle intervention. 

" Recevez, Monsieur, &c., &c,, 

" Le Con^eiller Municipal ff on de Maire^ 

(Sign6,) " Legros." 

At Rouen I attended a meeting of the " Comit6 Central de la 
Seine Inferieure en faveur des victimes de la guerre," at the house 
of Mr. Charles Preval, the Vice-Chairraan. Several membera 
were present. The Chairman made me a statement, verbally and in 
writing, of their work and their present monthly expenditure, Avhich 
is 20,000 francs, upon which 2,800 persons, all, in the strictest sense, 
" victims of the war," are supported. 

The Chairman of another Committee made a statement for my 
information ; but as it appeared that the funds this second Commit- 
tee had distributed were supplied by the French Government, I did 
not think my instructions justified me in making him a grant, but 
gave to the Committee which I have already mentioned 10,000 
francs, with the understanding that it should be applied only to 
the relief of widows and orphans of those killed in the present 
war, and not to those who would have the labor of their husbands 
to depend on. 

With this limitation I think the donation will be of appreciable 
value to all who receive it, and the Committee will take care that 
the source from which it comes shall be stated to all. The Commit- 
tee also desired that the profoundest expression of their gratitude 
should be transmitted to the donors in New- York. 

Rouen, in addition to heavy requisitions, has been obliged to fur- 
nish soup and bread during the whole winter to thirty-five thousand 
people — wives and children of workmen out of employment. 

[The exact tables of the relief required, and the money spent, 
given in Mr. Parker's report, are suppressed. The expenses of 
the free kitchens amounted to 90,082.60 francs. — Com.'] 

From the Committee I received the following acknowledgment 



" Monsieur Parkeb : 
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" Rouen, fo 16 Mars^ 1871. 



" Je vieus au nom des victimes de la guerre dans nos contrees et 
notamment au nom des veuves et des orphelins auxquels vous avez 
fait une donation de dix mille francs a distribuer par les soins de 
not re comite central, vous adresser nos sinceres remerciemcnts. 

" Nous vous prions d'etre notre interpr6te aupres des habitants de 
New- York et de leur dire combien nous avous 6te sensibles k la 
sympathie qu'els ont bien voulu nous t6moigner par votre entre- 
mise. 

" Veuillez agr6er, Monsieur, &c., <fcc., 

" Le Secr6taire du Comit6 Central, 

(S)gn6,) " Ghables Peeval." 

I have already given an extract from the Rouen paper concerning 
this donation. From Dieppe and Rouen there will be no further 
accounts, the sums given going into the general funds. 

In deciding what Communes to visit in the neighborhood of 
Rouen, I followed the advice of Messrs. J. Lb Picard & Co., who 
are bankers there, and I am much indebted to them for the manner 
in which they systematized my work, and thus materially shortened 
the time necessary to spend in this part of the country. 

On the first day I went to Petit Couronne, Grand Couronne and 
Moulineaux, a journey of about nine miles ; the weather was fine, 
and the country through which we passed, with its variety of hilJ, 
river and meadow, most pleasant to the eye. The first trace of war, 
excepting, of course, German soldiers, was a few remains of what 
was once a large wood, now cut down by the hostile armies, near 
Petit Couronne. A board at its entrance had this inscription : " De- 
fense d'entrer dans ce bois sous peine d'amende." 

Not finding the Mayor of Petit Couronne at home, I proceeded* 
to Grand Couronne and delivered a letter of introduction furnished 
me by Mr. Lb Picaed to Madame Lefobt, the proprietor of exten- 
sive lace works. 

Her house, of considerable size and elegance for a country village, 
was guarded by Prussian sentries, and on entering we were con- 
ducted to the lady ; not by the front door, but by the kitchen, and 
found her in a small room, serving apparently both as sitting and 
bed room. 

She was concise and to the point in her statements, which were 
as follows : 

"Our village of Grand Couronne, of about 1,500 inhabitants, has 
been occupied for nearly three months by the Germans to the num- 
ber of 3,000, or two men for every man, woman and child in the 
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place. I myself have had forty at a time quartered upon me, which 
18 the reason why I am compelled to receive you here. 

" Every thing of value has been carried off, furniture burnt for fire- 
wood, and the nouses wrecked ; we only escaped personal violence 
by giving up everything. I myself have been continually threat- 
ened when I was unable to comply with their demands in a manner 
satisfactory to them." 

The next day Madame Lefort sent me a long statement in 
French. (Omitted.) 

I also had an interview with her partner, Mr. Lapobte. His 
estimate was that 17,000 francs will cover all losses in the Com- 
mune which come directly within the object of my mission. I here 
granted 10,000 francs, and have received the following letter in ac- 
knowledgment : 

" Grand Couronne, 14 Mars^ 1871. 

" A Monsieur H. T. Parker : 

^^ Nous avons touch6, au Comptoir d'Escompte de Rouen, la 
somme de dix tnUle franca que vous nous avez donn^e, au nom de 
vos concitoyens de New- York, pour soulager les miseres occasion- 
nees par la guerre. Nous nous appliquons h. disposer de cette 
somme suivant vos indications, c'est-^-dire k la r^partir parmi les 
families indigentcs de notre Commune, afin de les aider k reprendre 
leurs travaux si violemment interrompus. 

" Tons nos dons sont en nature ; nous rempla^ons les outils vol6s, 
le mobilier perdu. Nous ne donnerons en especes que dans les 
mains des veuves ou des orphelins de cette guerre. 

" Toute notre population, si durement 6prouv6e k accueilli avec 
une profoude reconnaissance votre g6n6reuse liberalite. Gr^ce k 
vous, bien des families pourront retravailler et edifier de nouyeau 
leur avenir. Nous vous faisons leur interpr^te en vous priant, 
Monsieur, de vouloir bien agr6er pour vous et de faire transmettre 
^ vos charitables concitoyens Pexpression sincere de toute notre 
gratitude. 

" Le souvenir du bienfait durera aussi longtemps que oelui de 
I'invasion allemande, c'est vous dire qu'il ne s'6teindra jamais. 
" Veuillez croire, Monsieur, &c., ifcc, 
" Le Comit6 pour Grand Couronne, 
(Sign6,) " E. Laporte, Prhide^U, "^ 

" Ranehbrt, Adjoijit au Maire, 

" BoNooN Ain6, CofiseUler Municipal. 

" Gd. Olivier." 

The question may be very properly asked, what is the evidence 
on which the statement you make of the losses of these various 
towns is based? My reply is, in almost every case, the returns sent 
out by the Government, of which the following is a sample form, 
which have been filled up by each inhabitant and sent to the 
Mayor, who adds them up : 
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I next reached MouliDeaux, and from personal inspection of 
almost every house in the village can bear witness that the de- 
scription of tho Mayor's Secretary does not exaggerate its con- 
dition. 

Comprising origirially about 300 inhabitants, all the houses 
(apparently the dwellings of poorer people than in the other Com- 
munes) were sacked, even to the pulling of the paper from the 
walls. In January the Germans collected double the usual taxes of 
the French Government, and now insist on the payment of those for 
February, although peace has been made. 

This statement I had from the Secretary of the Mayor, who also 
promised that the Mayor should call on me to-morrow evening at 
Rouen, with a detailed statement in writing concerning the suffer- 
ings of his Commune. The Mayor himself had gone to Rouen to 
raise the money necessary for the taxes, for which the Germans held 
him responsible. Moulineaux has been the scene of several combats 
from 30th December to 4th January. 

Besides this statement, I had an interview with the Mayor, and 
with Mr. Cassaket, one of the principal land-owners of the Depart- 
ment, and examined the statements furnished by the poorer inhabi- 
tants of their direct losses, the whole amounting to about 70,000 
francs. 

I here gave 15,000 francs, and have received this letter of ac- 
knowledgment : 

" Moulineaux, le 10 Mars^ 1871. 

" A Monsieur H. T. Pabkeb : 

" J'ai I'honneur de vous accuser reception de votre lettre par 
laquelle vous m'informez que vous avez mis k ma disposition chez 
Messrs. Le Picard & Cie. la somme de quinze mille francs, (15,000 
francs,) destin6e k soulager les miseres et les importunes de mes 
administres. 

" Veuillez, Monsieur, recevoir mes plus vifs remerciements et 
transmettre aux citoyens de New- York I'assurance de * la plus 
profonde reconnaissance de la Commune de Moulineaux. Je 
me propose du reste, de vous envoyer prochainement a cet 6gard, une 
deliberation du Conseil Municipal que vous voudrez bien faire 
parvenir au Comite Central de New- York. 

" Recevez, Monsieur, &c., <fcc., 

'* Le Maire de Moulineaux, 

(Sign^,) " R DuHAMEL." 

While at Rouen, Mr. Le Couteulx de Caumont, an American 
citizen, called my attention to the Commune of Etr^pagny, of which 
he is a resident. According to his statement, Etr6pagny had been 
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ruined by continual requisitions in com and cattle, by lodging the 
troops, and by all those charges which a country occupied by the 
enemy is forced to endure. Besides such sufferings as above, the 
unhappy village, left without defence through the retreat of the 
French troops, was given up to fire and pillage, an unjust and cruel 
retaliation for a check a certain number of Saxon soldiers had met 
with in the neighborhood. Five large farms and forty-eight houses 
were burnt, with all they contained. Seventy families are nearly 
ruined, and many poor work people are without a roof to cover 
them, and are wholly dependent on charity. The actual loss to 
Etr^pagny is enormous ; it depasses 1,500,000 francs, and as the dis- 
trict depends entirely on agricultural pursuits, its position is most 
miserable. 

I gave Mr. Le Couteulx 2,000 francs, of the distribution of which 
the document below gives the final account : 

* 
" Aujourd'hui quatorze Mara mil huit cent soizante onze trois 
henres de relev6e a Etr6pagny en la salle de la mairie. 
• " La Commission Municipaie Administrative s'est reunie sur la 
Convocation de Mr. le Docteur Bariod, son President. Est intervenu 
a cette seance, Mr. Louis Le Couteulx de Caumont, Proprietaire, 
residant ci-devant aux Et^ts-Unis d'Am6riqne et presentement k St. 
Martin d'Etr^pagny. 

'^Lequel a remis k I'adresse des mcmbres de la Commission 
Municipaie de cette Commune une lettre, dont il a H6 donn6 lecture 
apres son depart de la salle des stances et qui est ainsi con9ue. 

"St. Mabtin, 12 Mars, 1871. 

" A Messrs. les Membres de la Commission Municipaie de la Ville 
d*JEkrepagny : 

"Messieurs, — Ayant appris qu'un Am^ricain, llr. H. T. Parkeb, 
avait ^te chare^Jpar quelques uns des Commergants Ics plus honora- 
bles de New-York de visiter nos d^partements les plus 6prouv6s 
pendant la guerre et de leur distribuer des secoure en argent, je me 
suis rendu a Kouen pour lui exposer la triste situation d'Etrepagny 
et tAcher d'obtenir quelque chose pour nos malheureux. 

" Je suis heureux de pouvoir vous annoncer que Monsieur Pabkeb 
m'a charge de remettre au Bureau de Bienfaisance une somme de 
deux mille francs, que je tiens a votre disposition. 

" Recevez, Messieurs, &c., &c. 

'* La Commission Municipaie est anssi touch^e que reconnaissante 
de ce don sympathique et elle charge son president de faire parvenir 
I'expression de ses sentiments de gratitude k Thonoraole Mr. 
■^ ER, pour lui et les g6n6reux citoyens de New- York, qui ont 
uru k I'ceuvre, et elle decide qu'un extrait du proces verbal de 
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la stance lui sera envoys en m^ine temps comme t^moignage de 
connaissance. 

" Pour Copie Conforme. 

" President de la Commission Municipale, 

" Baeioc." 

[Here follow the particulars of the distribution, which are sup* 
pressed. — Com.'] 

Mr. Dupuis, cousin of Mr. Lk Couteulx, and introduced by him, 
also came to see me, and gave me this report on the Commune of 
H6b6court. [Omitted for want of space.] 

After reading this, I gave him 2,000 franct?, which were thus ac- 
kno wledged. [Omitted.] 

The second day I went to Bourg Aohard and Bourgth^roulde, a 
jouniey of about thirty miles. Bourg Achard is a Commune of 
about 1,200 inhabitants, and has suffered direct and indirect losses 
to the amount of 265,000 francs. Many houses were pillaged, and 
of the inhabitants thirty families were left destitute, having been 
stripped of all they possessed. 

These statements were made to me by the Mayor and two mem- 
bers of the Municipal Council, and after consultation with them I 
left 2,000 francs, to be applied solely for the relief of the above 
mentioned families. 

I next went to Bourgth^roulde, where I saw the Mayor and his 
Secretary. This Commune (of about 700 inhabitants) has suffered 
terribly. Nearly all the houses have been pillaged, and the fur- 
niture, even to the beds, burned. So thoroughly was the place 
cleared out, that the inhabitants were two days without food, and 
sevei*al people nearly died of hunger. 

The Mayor was made prisoner, because in the end he refused 
even to attempt to comply with the German demands. He was 
obliged to take even the money from the church collection box, to 
make up the sum " requisitioned." 

The people were glad for a time to pick up the crusts of bread 
thrown away by the Germans. I here gave the sum of 2,000 francs, 
which the Mayor said would enable those families, utterly desti- 
tute, (of which he gftve me a list,) to tide over the present trying mo- 
ment. They have received no help whatever from any other source. 

This closed my work in the Department of the Sure and Seine 
Inf<§rieure. 

Paris was my next stopping place. Soon after arriving, at Mr. 
Washbusne's earnest recommendation, I called upon Mr. J. K. 
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RiGOs, an American, for some time resident there, and thoronghly 
acquainted with the suburban districts ; we had a conversation, 
and he also sent me this letter : 

" Paris, 3 buk d'Albb, Ch. Elys^es, lUh March^ 1871, 

" My Deab Sib, — Allow me to call your special attention in the 
distribution of pecuniary aid to the Communes neighboring to 
Paris, and which have been successively occupied and ravaged by 
both combatants and armies^ or have been actually the sites of 
battles. 

" I refer particularly to those of Le Bourget, Champigny, Villiers, 
Brie sur Marne, Bonneuil, Chatillon, Bongival, &c. I have visited 
personally several of those mentioned, and can testify as to the ab- 
ject misery and destitution of the inhabitants of both town and 
country. The majority have nothing left. They need the simplest 
household furniture, tools to recommence their trades or till the 
soil, and grain to sow. 

^' Their condition is one of urgency, and immediate relief directly 
applied will be of the utmost service. 

'^ I am quite at your disposal to convey to the above and any 
other communities such sums of money as you may see fit to entrust 
to me, and hope that you will accept the proposition. 

Remaining, &c., 

(Signed,) *' Jos. Kabbick Riggs." 

I had previously received a letter from the Mayor of Champigny, 
as well as one from Bouqueval from Mr. Gabnktt Duncan, for- 
warded me from London by Mr. Moban : 

"Champigny, fo 10 Mars^ 1871. 

" MoNSiBUB,-^J'apprend8 que vous 6te8 envoy6 par le comity des 
Am^ricains r^sidant a Londres pour distribuer aux malheureux habi- 
tants des Communes les plus ravag^es par cette horrible guerre, des 
secours p6cuniaires. 

" Je ne saurais trop vous recommander notre pauvre Commune. 
XJn tiers des immeubles est enticement detruity le second tiers ne 
vaut gudres mieux. 

" La moiti^ du mobilier a 6t6 vol6e on brdl^e. Vous pourriez en 
juger vous m^me si vous vouliez bien faire une visite k notre triste 
pays. 

" Le chemiu de fer de la Bastille part pour Champigny k 8 heures, 
lOh., midi, 2h, &c., vous me trouverez presque tonjours, on en mon 
absence Mr. le Cur^. 

" J^ai recours dans Tinter^t de mes malheureux habitants k toute 
yotre bienveillance et vous prie d'accepter k Pavance avec tons mes 
remerclmentfl Passuranoe de ma parfaite consideration. 

" Le maire de Champigny sur Marne, 

(Sign6,) " A. PBfivoBT-RoirssKAU." 
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This is Mr. Riggs' account of what has been done thus far : 

Pabis, 3 RUB d'Albe, Ch. ELTSfiKS, 23d Mar ch^ 1871. 

" My. Dear Sir, — I have just learned your address at the Legation. 
On the 15th inst. I visited Champigny, accompanied by Messrs. 
Dv^GHT and Brooks, of the Boston Committee, and awarded 6,000 
francs, for which I have the receipt of the Mayor, Cure, and a com- 
mission of the town, 

"On the 17th I visited Le Bourget and Drancy, inspecting mi- 
nutely the condition of both places. The Prussians still occupying 
the former, and the Mayor and authorities not having returned to 
their posts, as it is a pomt of passage for the withdrawing armies, 
I did not deem it prudent or expedient to leave money there as yet. 
To the latter place, Drancy, which has terribly suffered, I gave 
2,000 francs, against the Mayor's receipt, &c. 

'* Thus 7,000 francs have been distributed of the 10,000 francs 
which you were so kind as to allot me ; 60,000 could have been 
equally well applied. 

" I have signed mandats for over 26,000 francs out of the funds 
given to the Minister of Finance in favor of the smaller Communes 
about Paris, and trust they were cashed before the outbreak of Sat- 
urday last. Our bureaux have all been in the hands of the insur- 
gents for several days, and access to them is denied me. 

" I wrote to Mr. Gaenktt Duncan at Bouqueval, and received 
yesterday a long, detailed and extremely interesting letter. His 
little Commune is sadly in want of seed-grain, as well as of money. 
I shall try to learn the whereabouts of the Quaker Commission in 
Paris, and put him in connection with them. In the meanwhile, if it 
can be got to him safely, I think I shall apply 1,000 to 2,000 francs 
of the money of your Committee in my hands, and give the bal- 
ance to Bouqueval or some one of the other small Communes which 
have applied. Le Bourget and the other large villages must await 
your return. Perhaps by that time matters may be arranged so 
that there will be safety m communications. 

" At present we cannot leave nor enter Paris with certitude. 
Other details I must leave until interview, and meantime, &c. 

(Signed,) "Jos. Kaeeick Riggs." 

I also copy Mr. Duncan's very interesting letter : 

" BouQUBVAL, 2l8t Marc\ 1871. 

**Dear Sir,— For your letter of Iftth you have my thanks. I am 
sorry that the error took place in looking for me at Bouqueval, yet 
Mr. Parker is entitled to my thanks for his efforts to respond to 
my letter. I am, as you know, an American, and of course claim no 
participation in the generous charity organized in the United States. 
It was my lot about 18 months ago to buy a country place here for 
a summer retreat, to and from which I could go easily in a caiTiage 
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easily ia a couple of hours, and it has given me great pleasure to 
mingle with the villagers and observe their usages. It has struck 
me with wonder that it was possible to find in twelve miles of the 
Paris fortifications a community so frugal, so industrious, so honest 
and so contented. Almost all the people of this Commune are poor 
and hard working people, living by their daily work. Many of 
them with little parcels of land, with, perhaps, only three men who 
can be said to be independent agriculturists, and they and their 
families all work as hard as the rest. They had soldiers quartered 
on them, and have been pillaged, many losing their little kitchen 
utensils, of no great value, but of great importance to them. 

" It is a fine grain region, and I thought it would be a very great 
boon to get some spring wheat and some good oats for seed, which 
they have found it very difficult' to get even with money. Some 
have gone off with a cart to a great distance and bought a little for 
themselves. The poorer are hot able to do so, and win have to give 
up grain for the season and try to make other crops. I felt it my 
- duty in their behalf to write to my friend, the Hon. Mr. Moban, to 
commend them to the consideration of the American Committee, 
and to tender my services, so far as this Commune was concerned, 
to aid in the execution of the charitable intentions of those who 
contributed this American fund. 

^' It has seemed strange to me that in this whole Commune I have 
never found a beggar — known of none who depend on charity, public 
or private. They have always seemed independent and happy, be- 
cause they all know how to work, and were willing to work, and 
were very simple in their tastes, and were contented with their lot, 
and to live on the proceeds of their labor, no matter how little that 
was. Women work in the field and find themselves for about two 
francs a day, and men for about three to four francs a day. There 
is but one restaurant in the village, where a person can get a glass 
of wine and a very humble repast, and no dry goods store in the 
Commune. They have, of course, a blacksmith, and a shoemaker, 
&c., but no doctor nor apothecary, the place being too healthy to 
require their services. 

" I can say to you that the Mayor is a most worthy and intelli- 
gent and faithful gentleman, who works in his field every day. He 
IS worthy of all confidence, and would distribute among the poor 
inhabitants here, equitably, any donation that the Committee might 
^ think proper to bestow on this Commune ; and it gives me great 

pleasure to assist him. He could and would do it better than I 
could. 

" I have asked him to write me a note to be enclosed to you for 
Mr. Parksb. The great blessing I hoped for, was seed; that they 
cannot buy. If any thing is given in money, it would be more 
proper that it should be given to the Mayor. If left toith youf(yr 
me, I will go to the city to receive it, and will at once hand it over 
to the Mayor. And I would make an effort to go in to see Mr. 
Parkeb, if I knew when he would be there. But my horse was 
eaten in Paris, and I am without the means of conveyance, and we 
have no service by the rail-road, it being in Prussian hands. Ever 
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since my return here I have had, and still have, five and sometimes 
six soldiers and eleven horses quartered on me. The house and 
ground have sustained but little injury, and I stay here to protect 
them from waste. The ^rniture was sadly pillaged and destroyed. 

" Yours, &c., 

(Signed,) **Qabn»tt Ditnoan." 

St. DeniB was specially commended to my attention by Mr. 
MoBAN, but not being able to spare a whole day for a personal 
visit, I sent for the Pasteur, Saglieb, to come to me at my hotel. 
This is an abstract of his statements : 

St. Denis contains about 80,000 inhabitants, of which 25,000 are 
work people ; of these about 15,000 come and go every year. 

As nearly all the manufactures are of an extremelv unhealthy 
nature, only the very worst class of work people can be obtained, 
and these have mostly been left destitute by the war. 

The simple furniture needed to replace the damages of the bom- 
bardment has been supplied by the kind exertions of the corres- 
pondent of the Daily INews; but three classes of people, numbering 
about 15,000, require immediate relief: 

1. The old and infirm, who were not even able to serve in the 
National Guard, and thereby receive their thirty sous a day, to- 
gether with their wives and families. 

2. Those engaged in the defensive works, (as trenches,) now left 
without employment. 

3. Those who have fallen sick (of which there are many) from 
living in cellars during the bombardment. 

Besides these there were many women and children, the ones un- 
able to go out, the others to go to school, firom absolute want of tho 
most necessary clothing. 

It is hoped that in three weeks time a supply of coal will be 
received to enable the manufacturers to re-open, but meantime a 
sum of 7,500 francs is considered necessary for the support of the 
three classes above, and also that 5,000 francs might be advantage- 
ously expended in clothing the women and childr:en. 

Paris has done nothing and will do nothing for St. Denis, and yet 
the town has sufiered terribly, hardly a house escat>ing the German 
shells. 

I have given the money asked for, 12,500 francs. It will be ad- 
ministered by a Committee of the Pastor Sagubb, the Cur^ of the 
town, and seven of the principal manufacturers, among whom is 
Wolff, the piano-forte maker. 

I left Paris on the 14th, arrived at Tours the same evening, and 
after dinner called on Mr. S. S. Lsb, a gentleman from Baltimore, 
who had resided there for over two years^ and whom Mr. Wash;- 
BUBN£ had strongly recommended me to see at once, as havipg a 
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most thorough knowledge of this region, owing to his connection 
with the Ambulance during the war. I owe to him and also to 
Mrs. Lbb a debt of gratitude for their personal kindness to myself, 
their deep interest as Americans in the success of my mission, and 
for introductions to gentlemen whose positions gave the informa- 
tion they furnished the highest value, and at once freed it from the 
least suspicion of inaccuracy or being given from interested motives. 
I refer especially to the Mabquis db Beaxtuont, Comts de Galax- 
BBRT, at Tours, Go^tb db Gottvello, at St. Amande de Yend6me, 
and the Mabquis ds la Touanne, at Orleans ; to these names I 
should wish to add another, to whom I was introduced by a friend 
in Paris, Mr. Oscab Lbsbble, of Tours. My first journey from 
Tours was to Notre Dame d'Oe and to Monnaie, about six miles 
from Tours ; a terrible storm of wind and rain almost prevented 
personal examination ; the former was one of the few towns where 
the personal returns of loss spoken of in a former page of my report 
had not been filled up, and I was obliged to rely upon the Mayor's 
estimate in the extract bdow from his letter : 

" NoTBK Damb d'Ob, Man 16, 1871, 

^ Monsieur, — ^Apr^s votre depart je me suis empress^ de faire le 
relev^ des pertes occasionn^es aux habitants pendant la guerre; 
tant en bestiaux que grains, fourrage, v^tements, mobilier et je n'ai 
pa I'evaluer 4 moms de 6,000 fcs. ; je pense que c'est le minimum et 
que si j'avais le temps de faire une plus longue enqu^te je decouvri- 
rais encore Men des mis^res.^' 

I here gave 3,000 francs, adding Mn Lsb's name to the Com- 
mittee of Distribution, and have received this report 

],Omitted as being too detailed for publication. — Com\ 

After receiving the following detailed report, in French, from 
Monnaie, [which is left out — Cwn^ I gave 6,000 francs, here also 
Adding the name of Mr. Lbb to the Committee; below is the letter 
of acknowledgment of the Mayor : 

Letter, ^MoimAis, U 22 Mar%^ 187L 

^^ Monsieur, — tPai re^u votre lettre du 17 couraat par laquelle 
vous m'informez que vous avez vers6 4 mon credit chez Messrs. 
GouiN fr&rcs ik Tours la somme de six mille francs pour secours aux 
habitants de ma CommUne. 

^ Au nom de ma Commune je vous remercie, Monsieur, de venir 
4V)A3i en aide aux popuUtia&B minxes par la guerre. La* Commune 
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reconnaissante tous prie, Monsieur, de transmettre des rcmerclmeDts 
k la ville de New-York. 

'' Je ne sais pas encore comment Pargent de ce secours sera dis- 
tribu6 ; je crois opportun d'attendre que noire liquidation soit achevee, 
mais Boyez persuade, Monsieur, que la meilleure destination sera 
donn^e par moi a votre subvention. Lorsque le travail de repartition 
sera fait, je m'empresserai, Monsieur, de vous le faire connaltre. 

" Agr6ez, Monsieur, etc., 

(Signe,) « A. Tiphaine." 

The next day was the hardest day's work of my mission, and I 
think the most successful ; at eight o'clock in the morning I started 
for Chateau Renault, a long ride of twenty miles over a straight 
and beautiful road, one of the many which the wisdom of the late 
Emperor has made. . The following is the result of informations : 

Chateau Renault, Canton of, consists of about 15,000 inhabitants, 

• If 

4,000 in the town itself, and 1 1 ,000 in the fourteen Communes com- 
prised in the Canton. 

It was first occupied by the Germans on the 18th December, 
when, having been defended by some franc-tireurs, a certain amount 
of organized pillage was allowed. 

The Germans were afterwards driven out by the French, but 
they soon regained possession. 

The town has suffered to the extent of 220,000 francs, and the 
Communes to over 400,000 francs, but as the town has a con- 
siderable commerce in leather, the loss is much less in proportion 
to that borne by the country, as the unfortunate farmers are literally 
ruined, every thing they had having been taken. 

Naturally the manufactones have been closed for the time, and 
the working population (1,600 in number) has suffered much, nearly 
a hundred families being quite destitute. 

To apportion relief judiciously here required much consideration, 
particularly as I saw in my interview with the Mayor that his long 
connection with the town (he had been Mayor for 30 years) 
induced him to ask for more than I thought my duty to the Com- 
mune would allow me to give. I therefore, on my return to Tours, 
consulted with Mr. Leseble, who is connected by marriage with 
some of the leading men of the town, and who agreed to act upon 
the Committee to carry out my wishes, and I afterwards, March 
lY, 1871, wrote this letter to the Mayor. [Omitted, as the main 
points appear in the answer of Mr. Pesson, the Mayor. — Com,] 

To this letter I received the following reply : 
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*' Chateau Renault, 19 Mars^ 187L 

•* Monsiear H. T. Pabkbb, 

" Toura^ Hdtel de P Univers : 

" Je m'empresse de voua accuser reception de la lettre que vous 
m'avez fait I'honneur de m'^crire le 17 de ce mois, qui m'est par- 
venue ce matin, par laquelle vous m'informez que vous avez fait 
passer k mon credit chez Messieurs Gouik fr^res de Tours, la 
somme de ving-sept mille cinq cents francs, (27,600 francs,) pour 4tre 
ainsi distribute : 

• < 

^' 2,000 francs aux families n^cessiteuses de Ch^iteau Renault par 

suite de Poccupation Prussienne. 
'' 500 francs au Bureau de Bienfaisance. 
"25,000 francs aux Communes du Canton — Dame Marie, St. 

Nicolas, Morand, Saunay, Autr&che, Le Boulet, Anjour, 

Villethion, Crotelles, Nouzelly, St. Laurent, Monthodon, 

Neuville, &c., &c, 

" Vous ajoutez que vous avez r6uni k mon nom celui de I'honorable 
Mr. Les^ble, de Tours, et que vous me priez d'appeler Monsieur le 
Cur6 k notre aide, pour avec ces deux Messieurs former nn Comitd 
pour la distribution de I'argent. C'est parfait — vous ne pouviez pas 
m'adjoindre deux meilleurs collaborateurs. Des ce matin j'ai 
convoque pour Mardi prochain, jour de march6 de notre ville, les 
Maires et les principaux habitants de nos Communes voisines pour 
preparer notre travail de distribution. Enfin vous terminez en me 
disant que cet argent est souscrit par les citoyens de New- York, 
(Etats-Unis,) pour venir en aide aux petits fermiers et que j'aurai k 
en accuser reception aux soins de la Legation des Etats-Unis a Paris. 
Je vous remercie bien sincerement. Monsieur, de m'avair d61egue 
pour ^tre Pun des distributeurs de vos dons et je remercie, au nom 
de notre Canton, vous. Monsieur, encore ainsi que vos compatriotes 
de New- York de cette subvention g^n^reuse de vos sympathies. 

" Je vous prie d'agr6er. Monsieur, &c., &c. 

(Sign6,) " Alph. Pesson." 

At Tours, I gave 6,000 francs to the Archbishop of Tours in aid 
of children made orphans by the present war. This was done at the 
request and advice of both Mr. and Mi's. Lee, who said that much 
was being done under the guidance of the Archbishop for these un- 
fortunate children, and that his means being very limited, money so 
given would be well spent; their intimate knowledge of every thing 
in this neighborhood gave their opinion great weight with me. 

I received from him this letter of acknowledgment : 

"AllCHEVECHij DE TOUBS, 

" Tours, le 20 Mars^ 1 871. 
^ MoNSiEUBf — Mr. Lee votre honorable compatriote m'a remis le 
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billet de cinq mille francs que vons I'aviez charge de me donner, 
pour le soulagement des victimes de la guerre et particuli^rement 
des cnfants rest6s oi^phelins par la moit d'un si grand nombre de 
soldats tu^s sur les champs de bataille. Je suis vivement touch^, 
Monsieur, et profond^mcnt r^connai^sant de la g^n^reuse charit6 du 
Oomit6 de Jt^ew-York et de toutes les personnes qui se sont montrdes 
sensibles aux malheurs de la France. Ces sympathies qu^on nous 
montre sont une grande consolation dans notre infortune et les 
secours que vous nous envoyez seront appliques k des miseres bien 
gran des et bien r^elles. 

" II est impossible au dehors qu'on se fasse upe juste id^e des 
ravages causes par le passage et le s^jour des armies et de la ruine 
des habitants k la suite des requisitions exorbitantes qu'ils on dii 
subir. Ayez la bont^^ Monsieur, d'exprimcr en mon nom et au nom 
de mes dioc^sains, toute notre reconnaissance pour les membres du 
Comit^ et pour nos freres d'Am^rique qui ont bien Toulu compatir a 
nos maux. Ce souvenir ne s'efiacera jamais de nos cceurs. 

" Veuillez bien agr^er, &c., &c., 

(%gn6,) ** t J. HiPPOLYTB, 

*' Arckev^que de Tfawrs," 

I then left for Orleans, where I arrived on Saturday, the 18th. 

On Sunday I called on Messrs. Richault and the Marquis de la 
TouAi^Ns, to both of -whom I had letters ; they gave me most im- 
portant information and plans of work. In the afternoon I ealled 
on the venerable Bishop of Orleans, Monseigneur Dupas^loup, using 
my special pass from the French Embassy as a letter of introduction. 

Although about starting for Versailles, he received me most kindly, 
was greatly interested in the object of my mission, and desired me 
to express to the Committee, and through them to the citizens of 
New- York, his warmest thanks for their kindness and chanty. 

Early on Monday morning (8 o'clock) I started to visit the Com- 
munes of Cercottes, Chevilly and Arthenay, embracing a route of 
about 30 miles from Oii^ans. Directly we left the city and before 
clearing the suburbs, the terrible desolation and ruin of ivar was 
everywhere visible, more so than at any other place we had yet 
visited except the immediate neighborhood of Paris. 

The first place at which we arrived was Cercottes, where we saw 
the Mayor and his Secretary ; the former, evidently much shaken in 
body and mind by the ruin which had fallen on himself and Com- 
mune, could say but little. 

His Secretary, however, had been busily at work preparing a de- 
tailed statement of losses to be presented to the French Govern- 
ment, and gave us the following statistics : 

Cercottes, 450 inhabitants, has been terribly damaged ; the scene 



<^«everal combats, more than half the honsea have been more or less 
destroyed. Every thing has been carried off, and half the population 
is destitute. Requisitions aione amounted to 85,000 f^*ancs. 

From Cercottes we went to Chevilly, where we saw the Mayor, 
who, from the same sort of returns, gave us the following : Chevilly, 
1,500 inhabitants ; two farms and one house burnt ; everywhere com- 
plete destruction and pillage ; loss to the Commune, 500,000 francs ; 
upwards of forty families left utterly destitute. 

Thence we went to Arthenay, where I had interviews with the 
Mayor and Cnr^ ; the latter impressed me as one of the beSt specL 
mens of a thoroughly religious and devoted priest, and at the same 
time a careful man of business, that it has been my pleasure to meet. 

The following was the result of our inquiries in this Commune : 

Arthenay, 1,040 inhabitants ; one house and one farm burnt, many 
houses damaged by shells; pillage and destruction everywhere; 
loss to the Commune, 1,400,000 francs. 

The reason of this immense loss is, ;that there were many well-to- 
do farmers, now utterly destitute, whose individual losses are from 
^0,000 francs to 125,000 francs. 

Nearly one hundred families in the village and suburbs are without 
resources ; unless prompt help be given, they do not know how they 
will contrive to live. 

I here gave 260 francs for the *' Little Sisters of the Poor ;'' they 
were earnestly commended me by two English ladies as having been 
very active in the care of the sick and wounded. Their house had 
suffered very much from Prussian occupation. On our road back to 
Orleans, we passed through the little village of Ste. Croix-Briquet, 
where we met the Cur6, who was, at the same time, Curo to 
Chevilly. 

Ste. Croix-Briquet, 180 inhabitants, has suffered losses to the 
amount of 285,000 francs; several houses burnt, all completely pil- 
laged ; nearly all the inhabitants destitute, many of them not even 
having clothes to put on. 

On my return, being somewhat uncertain as to the proper propor- 
tion of distribution to make in each Commune, I, in the evening, had 
another interview with the Mis. nts la Touanne, whose position 
and thorough knowledge of the country, and entire disinterestedness, 
gave his opinion great value. He knew nothing of the amount to 
be awarded, but simply gave his advice as to the proportion each 
should have, and kindly consented to supervise its distribution. He 
also agreed to write for information with regard to certain other 
Communes I was unable to visit, and made a personal appeal for 
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the village of Lailly — this latter I accepted on his own declara- 
tion. 

On Tuesday we started at 10 o'clock for Chateaudun, to which 
we were obliged to go by carriage, a distance of about 35 miles ; 
our road was over a beautiful plateau, dotted with many villages ; 
but though the fields were large, there were but few people at work, 
and but a very small portion of the usual crop sown. 

On our way we passed the village of Ornies, where we were una- 
ble to see either Mayor or Cur6, but where the schoolmaster, a most 
intelligent person, who had been collecting the returns for the Go- 
vernment, gave ns the following, as only approximate results : 

Ormes, (Commune of,) 806 inhabitants ; 2 houses and several small 
houses burnt ; pillage general, everywhere^ the Germans even de- 
stroyed the bee-hives ; 30 families are. without resources of any kind, 
many almost without clothes ; loss to the Commune, 800,000 
francs. 

In the evening we arrived at Chateaudun, a town of 6,000 in- 
habitants, beautifully situated on high ground, and formerly a good 
specimen of .a best French country town, but now its important 
streets a scene of ruin ; its inhabitants many of them outcasts, the 
others sad and impoverished. 

I immediately called on Mr. Legband, the banker, who at once 
brought me in connection with Mr. LuMiftuE, the Mayor, and, to- 
gether, we thoroughly explored the town. 

The Mayor said that a meeting of the Municipal Council would 
be held the next day at one o'clock, and begged me to be present, 
when full information in regard to the losses of the town, as far as 
yet obtained, would be laid before me. I dined in the evening with 
Mr. Legband, and slept in one of the remaining rooms of the only 
hotel in the town not quite burnt down. 

At the meeting of the Municipal Council next day, the following 
statements, apparently of the most authentic character, were laid 
before me : 

Chateaudun, 6,000 inhabitants, was, after capture by the Germans, 
set on fire by them to punish the town for its defence ; about one- 
third of the houses was destroyed ; loss, in consequence, about 
6,000,000 francs ; but as this falls on about half the population, it 
is doubly severe ; there was a general pillage afterwards, not inclu- 
ded in the loss. Upwards of 150 families left utterly destitute. 

Although most of those who have suffered in the town are not 
directly engaged in agricultural pursuits, yet as a great agricultural 
centre, trading with the farmers immediately around, its sufferings 
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have been so severe and its defence so gallant, that I felt fully jus- 
tified in giving the sum of 20,000 francs. 

They have received from other sources about 80,000 francs, and 
the Government has promised them 100,000 francs more. 

I also asked for official information respecting the neighboring 
villages of Varige and Civry. 

Varige. — 429 inhabitants, 75 houses ; 73 burnt down, [two only 
partly burnt ;] all the people ruined, half of them beggars. Total 
loss about 500,000 francs. 

Civry. — 600 inhabitants ; several houses burnt, all pillaged ; 18 
families left destitute. 

The news at Orleans was of such a character, that instead of going 
directly to Paris from Chateaudun I determined to return to Tours ; 
on arrival there I wrote the following letter to the Marquis de la 

TOUAIJNB : 

"TouBS, U 23 Mars, 1871. 
• , "H6tkl db l'Univbrs. 

" Monsieur le Mabquis db la Touannb, 

Orleans : 

" J'ai I'honneur de vous informer. Monsieur le Marquis, que j'ai fait 
passer h, votre credit chez Messieurs Gouin pb^rbs, Banquiers de 
cette ville la somme de soixante deux mille francs (62,000 fs.) que 
je vous prie de distribuer comme ci-apres 

"fcs. 15,000 pour la Commune de Cercottes. 
" 17,500 " " " " Chevilly. 

** 12,500 " " " .« Arthenay. 

" 10,000 " " " " OrmiBS. 

" 5,000 " le Village " Ste. Croix-Briquet. 
" 2,000 *' " " " Lailly. 

" Pour faire la distribution de cet argent, veuillez, S. V. P., prendre 
conseil avec Monsieur le Cur6 db Tobquat pour Cercottes et Ste. 
Croix-Briquet, et pour Chevilly, Arthenay et Ormes avec Monsieur 
le Cure et Monsieur le Maire de chaque endroit, en r^servant pour 
vous m6me la Pr^sidence (pour ainsi dire) de la commission form6e. 

*' Quant 4 Lailly, je le laisse entre vos mains. — Cet argent souscrit 
par les citoyens de la ville de New- York (Etats-Unis) doit fetre 
appliqu^ surtout & aider les petits fermiers et cultivateurs de se 
relever des pcrtes directes qu'ils out subies pendant la guerre ; mais 
de la conversation que j'ai cue avec vous, vous comprendrez bien le 
but de ma mission sans que je donne des details encore unc fois ici. 

" Je serai tres content de recevoir aussit6t que possible )e ** regu 
officiel " de chacune de ces Communes et quand la distribution sera 
faite, un petit rapport du r6sultat obtenu — ^m'addresser aux soius de 
la Legation des Etats-Unis, Paris. 

^'J'espere recevoir domain matin le compte-rendu de la condition 
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cles autres Communes dotit rons toub ^t€s occupy, oda sera aree 
plaisir que je lenr viendrai en aide par votre entremise. 

^' Permettez-moi de vous remercier, Monsieur le Marquis, de I'ac- 
cueil que vous m'avez fait et des renseignements que vous m'aveE 
donn6s. 

** Agr^ez Monsieur, &c., Ac., 

" H. T. Parker." 

And received from him this reply : 

** Orlbavs, 26 MarSy 18^1. 

" Monsieur, — J'ai Thonneur de vous accuser reception de votre 
lettre du 23 ct qui ne m'est parvenue que le 26, Je vais m'occuper 
imm^diatement de la repartition du credit de 62,000 frs. que vous 
voulez bien mettre k ma disposition pour Cercottes,.Chevill7, Ar- 
thenay, Ormes, Ste. Croix-Briquet et Lailly — au8sit6t que possible je 
vous adresserai les renseignments que vous me r^clamez. 

" Aujonr d'hui je veux vous remercier en mon nom personnel de 
votre g6n6reux concours, en attendant que je puisse vous 'trans- 
mettre Pexpression officielle de la gratitude de nos populations. 
Veuillez done, je vous prie, agr6er pour vos compatriotes Passurance 
de ma profonde reconnaissance et pour vous, Monsieur, celle de mes 
sentiments les plus distingu^s. 

"Mis. D« LA TOUANNE.** 

I wrote at the same time to the Cures of Cercottes, Cheville, Ar- 
thenay and Ormes, announcing the donations I had given to their 
respective Communes. 

I also saw Monsieur Abel Masson and Count Gouvello ; the 
former came to me with the very highest recommendations, as a 
resident at Varige, and having an intimate personal knowledge of 
Civry, he confirmed all the statements concerning these two places 
made at Chateaudun, and added others, which made out a very 
strong case for them. I gave him 10,000 francs ; 7,500 francs for 
Varige, and 2,600 francs for Oivry. The latter gave me a long 
letter, which he personally endorsed, of which the following is an 
abstract : 

The Abb6 Le Breton, on behalf of Nourray, near St. Amand de 
Vend6me, (Loire et Cher,) states, that there is an agricultural estab- 
lishment for orphans, in which they are brought up on 100 hec- 
tares (about 260 acres) of land, to earn their own living ; they are en- 
tirely without resources, and the Prussians have carried off 10,000 
francs worth of cattle, and 6,000 francs worth of corn and hay. 

I gave 7,600 francs to Count Gouvello for this institution. 
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The following letter from tlie MarquiB ie Bbatjmokt, also reached 
me here : 

" MoDsienr, — Ainsi que vous avez eu Tobligeance de me le de- 
mandcr j'ai fait une enqu^te sur les dommages causes dans les Com- 
munes qui m'environnent par le passiage des troupes Prussiennes, 
specialement par suite d'incendie, de vol d'objets mobiliers ou 
bestiaux. Douze de ces Communeebien qu'ayant beaucoup soufifert 
du s^jour prolong^ des troupes ennemies, reconnaksent n'avoir 6t6 
in incendiles ni pill6es — ^huit autres dont les noms suivent oat ^te 
devast^es dans la mesure q«e j'indique ci-apres t 

Semblan^ay, 1,000 

St. Laurent en Qatiaes,. «••..• 2,000 

St. Pateme, « • * • « 500 - 

Louessault, •«.•••.•••«••• * • 1 00 

Reuill6 Pont Pierre,. ..•,., * . • . 500 

Charantilly 1 ,700 

Cerelles, • 1,000 

Chaftceaux, • • • 4,000 

10,800 franca 

" Je me suis adress6 au Maire de la Commune de Notre Dame 
d'OS, il m'a dit avoir re^u votre visile ettenir de votre munificence 
la somme de 8,000 francs — je n^ai pas encore la r^ponse de toutes les 
Communes; mais je suppose que celles qui ont le plus souffert 
auront ^t^ les plus empress^cs a me repondre, quoiqu'il en soit je ne 
veux pas tardcr davantage k vous transmettre ces documents dans 
la crainte qu'ils ne vous parviennent trop tardivement. 

^ Ne sachant oil vous adresser oette r^ponse et pensant que vous 
n'6tes pas k Paris dans ee moment, je Tenvoie h Mr. Lbb le priant 
de vous I'envoyer. 

" Veuillez agr^er, Monsieur, avec mes vifs remerclments pour les 
intentions secourables de vous et de votre nation k Pegard de ma mal- 
heureuse patrie Pexpression de la haute consideration de votre tout 
devout. 

" Mis. DK Beaumont. 

" Beaumont la Ronoe, 20 Mars^ 1871, 

" P. S. SI vous le d^sirez, je pourrai vous transmettre revaluation 
detainee par Commune, je n'ai pas oru la joindre k ma lettre sans 
une indication de votre part.'' 

This I was at first disposed to look at with suspicion, and it 
was impossible for me to give the time to visit the Communes, but 
information came to me which left little doubt that it was a list 
made up with singular care and moderation ; every thing under 
rather than overstated ; and no Commune mentioned where the 
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inhabitants were not entirely destitute, and with no rich proprietor 
to whom they could look for help. 

To him I gave the whole amount asked for, 10,800 francs. This 
is the only case where I have done so ; but if I am right in my pre- 
vious statements, it is the best distribution of money I have yet 
made on the principle which I have always endeavored to carry out. 
The following most interesting report of his distribution is, I 
think, a complete justification of this donation. [Report omitted. 

On the 28th March I returned from Toui-s to Paris ; never shall 
I forget the gloom under the Commune ; " Men's hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth ;" the " Drapeau Rouge^^ floating over the Palais Royal and 
H6tel de Ville ; the Place Vend6me barricaded, cannon raking the 
streets leading into it ; the silent, almost deserted streets ; and 
above all, the feeling that every thing was at the mercy of men, 
whose appearance and daily acts showed them capable of all the 
atrocities of fire and murder, with which they afterwards filled up 
the measure of their iniquity. 

On the morning of the 3 1st, I was warned by Mr. Washburne 
that my speedy departure would be prudent ; leaving 6,500 francs 
more for distribution with Mr. Riggs, I returned to London by the 
evening train. 

Soon after my arrival, your cargo was sold in London, and the 
seed, as per included list, given to the Friend's War Victims Fund, 
for distribution. Here let me bear my hearty testimony to the true 
Christian self-devotion, untiring energy and great judgment which 
the agents of this Fund exhibited in their glorious work. 

H6t£L de l'Univbes, 

TouES, May 24th, 1871. 

I left London on the 17th May, on my second journey to France, 
accompanied by Mr. H. L. MorSe, as my Secretary, via Southampton 
and Havre, arriving at the latter place too late for the Honfleur 
boat, and therefore compelled to spend the day there. 

Passports were called for on arriving, and although the special 
pass of the French Ambassador in London showed that I was on a 
mission of charity, particular questions were asked as to where I 
intended going, and I was compelled to have a fresh visa from the 
Police or Prefecture in every large town. I crossed the river to 
Honfleur in the evening, and left there the next morning for Tours, 
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at which place I arrived at 9 P. M., after a long day's journey. 
Never was I more impressed with contrast than between that part 
of France through which I passed to-day, and that which I traversed 
in my last visit ; not a trace of war was here to be seen ; beautiful 
verdure, neat houses, large flocks of cattle quietly grazing, good 
crops of grass, and fair ones of grain ; the country certainly suffer- 
ing from drought, which had injured the vines, but otherwise the 
picture of tranquillity and prosperity. 

My object in going direct to Tours was to give a somewhat large 
sum of money, which I had promised on my previous visit, if suffi- 
cient funds were forthcoming, to several Communes^ which I was 
unable to examine personally, but from which very careful and 
detailed reports had been sent me l^y the Marquis de la Touanne. 
My ever kind friend, Mr. Lee, had, to my great delight, made a 
personal examination with Mr. Dwight, of almost all these Cotn- 
?nune8, and his report confirmed those I had received in every 
important particular. His acuteness had also discovered a most 
cunning imposture as to war losses, of inhabitants of a neighboring 
department, which I had received several pressing invitations to 
visit while in London, thus saving me from a visit which might have 
resulted in my being deceived, and your funds misapplied. 

Almost his first words were most pleasant to hear. One of the 
Quakers said to me, " Who are that New-York Committee ? We 
found a solid block of their money in two of the worst Communes 
near Orleans; they had been before us, and t/iere was nothing for 
ns to do,^^ 

[Under the same date. Tours, May 24, 1871, Mr. Parker wrote 
to the London Committee : 

" I also heard yesterday that the Cure of Cercottes (this I suspect 
was one of the places the Quakers spoke of) had put up a tablet 
in the Church in perpetual memory of the New- York donation. I 
have sent to Orleans to inquire about, this, and if so, to have the 
inscription sent me." 

This statement proved to be a correct one, and some time after- 
wards a photograph, taken from the tablet, was sent to Mr. Parker, 
and by him handed to the Chairman of this Committee. The 
original photograph is about three times the size of the photo-litho- 
graphic reproduction, which the Committee think will be an ac- 
ceptable addition to the Report. It reads in English translation : 
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A* Pa B* Ma 

(ad PEBPET0AH BEI KEMOBIAM.) 
tbr PBRPBTUAL MEMORY OF THE EVENT 

TO NEW-YOBK, 

CERCOTTES, GRATEFUL 

FOB A QENEROUS DONATION OF 15,000 FRANCS 

IN FAVOB OF THE VICTIMS OF THE GERMAN INVASION, 

18V1. 

The marble tablet^ the original of this photograph, is, and -vrill 
remaia in the Church of Cercottes, in order to evoke the grated 
prayers of the community. 



ON BEHALF OF. Td[^B ItBCIPtBNlS) 
THE MATOB> THB PABSSH PBIB8T, THE HUNtOIPAL 60Ul!rOtL, 

THB BCHO0LMA8TBB.] 



After, long and careful consultation with the Marquis de la 
TouANNE, I gave him 62,000 iVancs, to be divided as follows : 



hBuccon,...^ w 13,000 

Coulmiers,. . v » 5,000 

Villorceau, 4^000 

St Peravy, » . v 3,000 

Bleury, 8,000 

fit. Aij, 2,000 

EpiedB,...* 2,000 

MeaDg> 8,000 

S8>000 



Cravan t, 5>000 

HuifiseaU) 8,000 

Samn, 8,000 

MawlU, 2.00O 

Messas, 2,000 

Ch^cy, 2,000 

Ffttay 2,000 



19,000 
88,000 

62>000 



19>000 



Below are the data on which relief was granted, made up from 
both the reports above mentioned : 



Name of Commone. 

BaoooD, 

CravaDt) 

Conlmien, 

Huisseau, 

Villoroeaa, 

Saran, 

St. Peravy, 

Mardi6> 

Fleory, 

MeflBas, 

St. Ay 

Ch6c7, 

EpiedSk 

Patay, 

Meungi .......... 



pDimlatlQii. 


BeqoiaitiOB. 


702 


106,518 


1,404 


26>218 


891 


284,294 


1,474 


850,438 


626 


261,147 


1>210 


21,888 


698 


125,607 


845 


207,252 


1,148 


2514»)0 


974 


108,525 


. UV 


288,121 


1>804 


850,885 


1,309 


812,144 


1,834 


81,537 


5,677 


172,785^ 



Lpaaes. 

593.8aj 

1,109,109 

78,824 

58,350 

111,725 

621,985 

251,961 

153,126 

208,800 

280,212 

110,148 

168,740 

89,413 

361,143 

778,074 





Prtopor. to 


ToUI. 


««chiJihAb. 


700,403 


1,000 


1,135,322 


8iO 


807,618* 


780 


908,788 


600 


372,872 


690 


643,273 


540 


877,568 


630 


360,378 


430 


460,000' 


420 


388,737 


400 


348,264 


820 


684^07«> 


300 


401,557 


300 


392,680 


300 


951,400 


170 



M'lririml i^r .JHLndn at «»* 



^'l*g^/*" 



nl tt Jimmnra ttvtr 



t'£rlut dt £irr*ttH tHv y ^nrrrfurr frj , 






• • ■ 



• 
• 

• 

• • 




• • 

• • 
• • 


• 
• 
• 
• 


i/l 


• 

• 
• • 


• • • 

* • • 
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« 


• 


• 


• 
■ 


• 
• 
• 


• 

• 

• * • 


• • 
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JBaccon,-^ThiB village was bombarded four hours ; four dwelt* 
ing houses and three large barns filled with grain were destroyed 
by the shelling. Atler the Germans had possession, three more 
houses were accidentally burned. Fiflty families^ at least, are en- 
tirely without resources, and ten are entirely dependent on 
charity for bread* Before the war this Commune had between five 
and six hundred cows, which were all taken by the Grermans ; the 
two or three resident proprietors have done every thing in their 
power to give relief, but they are almost ruined themselves. 

Cravant.-^One hundred inhabitants without resources } twenty- 
two houses, besides many other buildings, burned. 

Cotcltniers, — Thirty families in extreme poverty; cattle and 
horses all taken. 

Villorctau. — ^Twenty families in extreme distress ; 260 cowa se- 
quisitioned, besides many sheep, etc. Nine houses burned. 

Saran, — One farm burned, all the live stock taken, and all the 
agricultural instruments, clothes and furniture pillaged and burned. 
The total loss is estimated at 27,689 francs* 

Mesaas, — Fourteen houses burned, and thirty families absolutely 
without resouifoes. The cows of the Commune^ as well as the 
blankets, were all taken. 

Meung. — ^This Commune has been tried perhaps the most of any 
in the country. The 12 th October it was occupied by part of the 
German troops, which entered Orleans the night before. Up to the 
9th November it had to face a great many requisitions. The 5th 
December its streets w«re used as a battle-field ; the town was 
bombarded an& pillaged. During one hundred days from this date, 
they had to board a large number of officers andsoldiere, and again 
had to stand numerous requisitions* Twelve large ambulances were 
established there, and the town had to furnish means to take care of 
eight hundred men, Germans as well as French, for two months. 
During this time, the workmen, who represent three*fourths of the 
population, could not find work ; all the workshops were shut. The 
Commune has been obliged to furnish ** Charity Labor," to enable 
them to live. 

The number of inhabitants without resources is about two thou- 
sand. Twelve houses have been completely burned ; others have 
been greatly damaged by the bombardment. 

The Commune has no resources. 

Mons. de la Touanns also informed me that he had sent the ao. 
count of the distribution of the sixty-two thousand francs sent to 
Chevilly, Cercottes, eta, [as per my letter, No. 6, of the 23d March,] 
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to the care of the United States Legation at Paris, and was sur- 
prised that I had not received it ; I expected to receive a copy in 
time for this dispatch, but it has not yet arrived. 

On Sunday, I also received from Mr. Leseblb, the final report of 
the distribution of the 27,000 francs granted to Ch&teau Renault and 
the neighboring Communes, a copy of which I enclose to be sent to 
New- York, as well as of the final report of the Marquis de Bbau- 
MONT and of Bourgtheroulde, both of which were received in 
London, but have not before l^een copied. 

My aid was asked for a modest, but it seemed to me a most de- 
serving local charity, a Pharmacie for the Poor, and also for two 
outlying parishes of Tours, St. Cyr and St. Symphorien ; the sub- 
scriptions to the Pharmacie had seriously diminished, from the 
heavy demands which the war had made upon the subscribers, 
while the poor of the above parishes, still poorer by the support 
they had been compelled to give to the Germans, are out of the 
bounds of the Soci^te de St. Vincent de Paul. 

To the Pharmacie I have given one thousand francs, and to the 
two parishes fifteen hundred, to be distributed in such proportion 
as may be thought best by the Committee having them in charge. 

My attention had been drawn in London to the condition of the 
famous Reformatory Institution of Mettray, from the announcement 
in the papers that Mr. D wight had promised five hundred pounds 
for its relief from the citizens of Worcester, Massachusetts, if fifteen 
hundred more, required for its immediate wants, were forthcoming 
before the 16th May; I already knew enough of the institution to 
determine in London to make up the sum required, if necessary, 
but finding in London, on inquiry, on the 13th, that the amount had 
been raised, I thought it worth while to make a personal examina- 
tion and inquiry into its financial condition, and therefore devoted 
yesterday afternoon to that object. 

Mettray is about an hour's drive from Tours, and the heat of the 
weather made it most unpleasant, but after my arrival, my visit 
was one of unalloyed pleasure. Its history for the thirty-two years 
since its foundation, and its position as the Parent of Reformatories 
in France, and the model for many on the Continent and in Eng- 
land, is too well known to need recapitulation here. The founder, 
Mr. Demetz, was not at home, but his assistants received me most 
kindly, explained to me, as they conducted me over the colony, the 
whole details of its management. To see the boys that were there, 
not prepared for visitors, but in their every day life, was to be con- 
vinced that it well deserved aid ; the very large proportion of its 
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pupils coming from agricultural districts and trained as farmers, 
clearly establishes its claim to a share in our funds, and on the fol- 
lowing statement of facts as to its losses furnished by its Secretary, 
I have given the sum of ten thousand francs: 

" Sur 120 hectares de bl6, 80 hectares ont 6t6 totalement gel6s, les 
terres ont dd ^tre retourn^es et r6encemenc6es. 

^'10 hectares de vigne ont 6t6 completement gel6s. 

'' Les foarrages sont dans un 6tat pitoyable. 

'^ Nous aurons & acheter cette annle une grande quantit6 de bl6 ; 
3,000 hectolitres au moins que nous payons annuellement 20f et que 
aujourd'hui en valent plus de 30. 

^' L'occupation prussienne nous a coi!Lt6 au moins en foumitures 
et impositions plus de 10,000 fcs. 

'^ Les Prussiens ont occupy la Colonic et y ont r6quisitionn6, paille, 
foin, avoine, bestiaux et y ont ^te nourris eux m^mes pendant 2 mois* 
La colonic recevait annuellement 29,000 fcs., de divers ministeres, sur 
lesquels elle ne peut compter cette annee; pas plus que sur les 
21,000 fcs. qu'elle re9oit aussi annuellement des conseils g^n^raux. 

'* Nous pouvons ^valuer k 5,000 francs au moins le chiffre des 
souscriptions particulieres qui nous manqueront. 

'*Les souscriptions annuelles montent k environ 12,000 francs* 
Le travail cette ann^e nous fera completement defaut, parceque tons 
les plus forts de nos colons ont 6t6 engages pour la guerre. Cette 
perte de travail est 6valu6e k 20,000 francs. 

'' Une perte qu'il n'est pas possible d'6 valuer encore est celle qui 
r^sultera du d^ticit certain de la recolte par suite de la secheresse. 

'* Le b^tail dont nons aurons k nous remonter sera 6normement 
cher, par consequent le chiffre de la nourriture s'en ressentira puis- 
que la viande atteindra un prix impossible k pr^voir ainsi que 
toutes les autres denr6es alimentaires. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Difference du prix du bie achete,. 30,000 fcs. 

D^penses pour les Prussiens, 10,000 

Manque des subventions de I'Etat, 50,000 

Manque des souscriptions particulieres, • • • • 5,000 

Insuffisance de produit du travail, ^ 20,000 

Bie geie, 80 hes, reencemence, • ? 

Vignes gel^s, 10 hect, ? 

deficit certain de la recolte actuelle par suite de la secheresse.'' 

You will remember that when here before, I gave to the Arch- 
bishop of Tours, at the special instance of Mr. Lbb, five thousand 
francs for the children of his diocese, made orphans by the present 
war. Aftxious that nothing which I do may seem to have any 
religious or political bias, that the subscribers of all religious opinions 

4 
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may be fully eatisfied as to the disposition of their funds, I cannot 
better close my accounts in the Loire Valley than by sending to the 
Protestant Orphan Asylum at Orleans, which I shall do this evening, 
five thousand francs, under the following statement furnished me in 
regard to them, which I believe to be accurate. 

Notes fbom Mb. Lee's Letteb, ]5th May. 

This Oi*phan Asylum is the principal one in France, and admits 
young girls from all paits of France ; a good many come from Paris, 
and they have in the asylum at this time about 80. 

One means of support has been that derived from those orphans 
whose relations or friends could afford to pay an annual amount for 
them, but their chief means of support was derived from collections 
throughout France, among the Protestants. This year that has 
entirely failed ; tliey had a piece of real estate given them which 
yielded but a small income in proportion to its value, and just 
before the war they had sold it, with the view of placing the pro- 
ceeds into securities which would pay a better interest. The 
investment, however, was not made, and upon that portion of their 
capital they have been compelled to live up to this time, through 
the winter, and have spent 8,000 francs of it. 

I have this morning, 25th May, received from Mr. Dembtz a 
letter, of which the following is a copy : 

" Mettbat, le 26 JIfai, 1871. 
" Cher Monsieur : 

" L'6motion que j'ai 6prouv6e hier au moment ou vous avez bien 
voulu me remettre pour la Colonic de Mettray la somme de dix mille 
francs au nom des Citoyens de New- York, m'a emp6ch6 de vous 
exprimer, comme je Peusse voulu, combien je suis touchy et recon- 
naissant, d'un semblable temoignage des sympathies. Au surplus, 
il me surprend moins que personne, ayant etl k m^me de me con- 
vaincre, pendant mon sejour aux £tats-Unis, oii j'avais 6te envoy6 
par le Gouveinemcnt Frangais pour y 6tudier le systeme peniten- 
tiare, combien votre nation salt appr^cier tout ce qui peut contribuer 
k la moralisation de la jeunesse. 

" Yeuillez assurer vos concitoyens que je ne me suis jamais senti, 
je puis le dire, anim6 d'une plus sainte ardeur pour accomplir la 
t&cne que j'ai entreprise avec tant de bonheur, sachant que ce n'est 
qu'4 force de faire du bien que je pourrais m'acquitter en vers les 
ames g^n6reuses qui ont bien voulu m'aider k sauver Mettray. 

" Recevez pour vous personnellement, cher Monsieur, Texpression 
de ma vive gratitude pour I'usage que vous avez fait du mandat 
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qui vous a 6t6 confi6 en faveur d'une institution k laquelle j'ai 6t6 si 
heureux de consacrer ma vie toute entiere ; faire pour Mettray, 
c'est faire plus que pour moi-m6me. 

" Veuillez agr^cr, cher Monsieur, Passurance de mes sentiments de 
tres-haute consideration et permettez — moi d'aj outer com me les 
plus devours. 

" Demetz," 

I leave to-morrow for Bourges, from whence you may remember 
that a letter was sent to the Committee by the Maire on the dOth 
April. 

H6t£l de Fbance, 

BouBGES, 2Qth May^ 1871. 

My last, No. 8, was posted at Tours, on the evening of the 25th. 

I had hoped to leave that place on the morning of the 26th, but un- 
luckily breaking my eye-glass late in the evening before, was 
obliged to miss the morning train in order to have it mended, and 
left at 7, P. M., for Bourges, where I arrived at 1 o'clock, A. M. 
Traveling by night, I saw nothing of the country. 

I came to the Department of the Cher on account of the follow- 
ing letter, received, as you will remember, by the Committee in 
London : 

" BouBGES, le ZOth April^ 1871. 
" MoxsiEUB : 

'^ Nous avons r^clam^ au Comit6 de New-York notre part dans 
les secours que la g^n^reuse nation des Etats-Unis d'Amerique a 
mis k la disposition des Comit6s Frangais dans les D^partements 
envahis par P^nnemi et Victimes de la guerre. Notre Departe- 
ment, le Uber, a et6 envahi dans cinq de ses Cantons (Argent, Au- 
bigny, la Chapelle, Vierzon et Lury.) Trente trois de nos Com- 
munes out M visites par PEnnemi, notre d^partement a eu en outre 
^. pour voir aux besoins des cinq armies Fran9aises qui s'y sont 
form^es. Nos ressources out 6t6 aussi completement ^puis^es que si 
nous avions M envahis en entier. 

^^ Tels sont nos titres aux secours que nous sollicitons de la bien- 
veillance dn Comit6 Am^ricain. 

** L'honorable President du Comit6 de New-York, M. Chableb 
Mabshall, nous r^pond qu'il ne pent rien faire pour nous malgr6 
ses sympathies profondes, parceque les fonds destines aux cultiva- 
teurs malheureux de France (500,000 francs environ) ont M places 
entre vos mains et que vous ^tes charg^ d'en faire la distribution. 

II nous engage k nous adresser k vous pour obtenir notre part. 

^' Je viens done. Monsieur, vous prier de ne pas nous mettre en 
oubli et de nous faire obtenir la part que voudra bien nous accorder 
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votre g^nereuse soci6te. Nous vous en serons tres reconnaissaiits. 
Nos populations rurales sont excellentes et dignes du plus grand 
int6r§t en raison de ce qu'elles ont souffert. 

" Nous avons I'honneur d'etre, Monsieur, 

" Vos tres respectueux serviteurs, 

" Pour la Commission, 

" Anctllon, 

" JPres. du ComitS h JBourges^ 

{Cher.y 

Early yesterday morning I called upon the Pr6fet, M. le Vicomte 
de Flavigny, to whom I had a letter from Tours, to make in- 
quiries : First, as to whether Mr. Ancillon was a reliable man, and 
second, to get such other information as to the Department du 
Cher as he could give ; he entirely endorsed M. Ancillon's charac- 
ter, but said that he could give me but little information of his 
own, as he had been Pr^fet but a short time ; he did not think, how- 
ever, that the losses here coming within the object of my mission 
had been any thing like those in the Loire valley. 

I then went to see M. Ancillon, whom I found distributing seed 
to a great crowd of peasants, patiently waiting before the door of 
the Soci6t6 d' Agriculture, and who, with the politeness which is so 
wonderful among the lower classes in France, made way at once 
for me to pass, without probably having the slightest idea that they 
were literally fulfilling the injunction of the Bible, and in " enter- 
taining strangers," they were " entertaining angels unawares." 
M. Anollon received me with great kindness, confirmed the state- 
ments in his letter as to the Communes which had most suffered, 
and said that the details of the losses were at the Prefecture ; he 
also made a statement as to the work of the "Society d' Agricul- 
ture " and the '^ Soci6t6 D6partementale de Secours aux Soldats et 
de leurs Families," which, at my request, he reduced to writing, 
and copies of which are below. 

I then went back to the Prefecture, and with the assistance of 
one of the Sous Chefs there, examined the returns; they were uot 
arranged as conveniently for my purpose as in other places, and I 
hope I may be pardoned for saying that I think the following, 
made up in a few hours under my direction, is something to be 
pleased with for its clearness and condensation : 
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Lists des Communes dv Djefabtemekt du Cher qui ont bubi l'ikyasion 
Prussiennb et charges qui leur ont ktx impo8£B8 far cette inva- 
sion. 



DBSIONATXOir. 



Dei Cantons. 



Vlerson, 



Lnry, 



DeB Commanes. 



Nenry-s-Barengeon. 

M6ry-s4Cher, 

Ndrnpay!, 

Ch6oioaz 

Vierzon- Village, .... 
Vierzon-VlUe, 



Argent, 
Argent, V , Bnnon 






Lnry,... 
Mereaa,. 



Anbitcny 

La Chapello 
d^AnglUon, . 



) ICl^mont, . 
Aubigny, . 



M6ry-ia-Bol8,. 



Popnlatton 

defl 
Commanes. 



Svaloation en aivent des 

chargeii Imposees anx 

Commimea. 



,J)'apr&8 le> 

6tat8 fonr- 

nis par lee 

Malrea. 



960 

608 

1,111 

S87 

4,964 

8,3^ 



881 

788 



1,416 
1,418 
1,108 
2,633 

1.890 



4,614.58 

796.S6 

5,867.80 

2,854.70 

10,391.70 

86,273.74 



54.75 
800.00 



5,507.00 

6,8^.05 

4,785.35 

89,129.00 

65.x; 



D*apr6B les 
proces-ver- 
beanx des 

Commis- 
sions Can- 

tooales. 



2,488.30 

576.25 

4,962.75 

2,174.95 

12,562.10 

86,684.20 






5,677.00 

6,H12.15 

5,215.20 

21,289.00 



li 



ObsarratioiiB. 



En ralson dn pea 
d^lMportance des 
rfeqoiiiitioQs, Tad- 
minlstratlon n*a 
pas cm devoir in- 
stitner de Com- 
mission Cantona- 
le. 



he pea dMmpor- 
tance des requisi- 
tions n'a pas para 
n^ces^iter la forma- 
tion d'ane Commis- 
sion Cantonale. 



Observations 6£nsrales. [Omitted. — Com.] 

It shows, at a glance, 1st, that in comparison with the amount of 
population of the Gommunes,the losses per head are but trifling, not 
for an instant to be compared with the other parts of France which I 
have visited; and 2d, what I was very glad to see, that the Can- 
tonal Commissions had always revised the Maire's reports, in some 
cases^ Neuvy St. Barangeon and Aubigny, for instance, with great 
severity ; this is a good guarantee of the honesty of the figures, but 
no case is made out for a grant of money to any of these Com- 
munes. 

The following " Rapport Sommaire" of the Comit6 Departemental 
is the first of M. Ancillon's two statements referred to above. 

[Omitted. — Com.'\ 

This is, I thought, upon reading, a good case for a grant, if proper 
precaution was taken by the Committee that the recipients of the 
money were of good character, and not those who would spend it at 
the wine-shop. As a member of one of the Communal Committees, 
who had administered one of my largest grants near Rouen, had 
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told me how necessary it was to be careful in making money grants, 
I, for this reason, asked M. Ancillon this morning how a Central 
Committee like theirs coald know the character of those to whom 
they gave in the other parts of the Department ; his answer was, 
that each person was required to bring answers to a printed form 
of questions as to character, and that the truth of these answers 
must be certified to by the Maire ; this being reasonable security, I 
gave five thousand francs, (5,000 francs.) 

The second " Rapport Sommaire" of the Soci6t6 d' Agriculture, is 
as follows : [Omitted. — Com.] 

I had no doubt about this, knowing, before I left England, that 
neither of the other Committees for distributing seed had done any 
thing here. I gave five thousand francs, (5,000 francs.) My work, 
though finished in this Department in a short time, is, I think, well 
done ; the comparatively small amount given, is, I believe, a well 
placed stone in that grand temple of charity which the wealth so 
generously given in New-York is now raising in this much suffering 
. country. 

[Mr. Ancillon's letters of acknowledgment and statement of 
distribution are suppressed. — [ Com.] 

I leave for Dijon at eleven o'clock to-night, and have already 
written to the gentleman at Nuits, Mr. Bailly, who, you may re- 
member, Mr. Marshall, at the request of Mr. Cottbnet, the Chair- 
man of the French Committee of New- York, desired should be seen, 
requesting him to meet me at Dijon to-morrow afternoon. 

Dijon, June Ist, 1871. 

I left Bourges at 11 P. M. on the 28th, and arrived here at 0^ A. M. 
the next morning. Directly after breakfast, I left the only letter 
which had been given me for Dijon, and for the first time since I 
have been in France, a letter has not been honored ; I can only hope, 
that the gentleman to whom it was addressed was not in town. 

I spent a few hours in exploring the city, and on my return to the 
hotel, found Mr. Bailly, the gentleman from Nuits, mentioned in 
my last letter, waiting for me. 

He was not prepared with the information I wanted, apparently 
thinking that my only object was to give him a certain sum, leaving 
to his discretion the manner of spending it ; it was, therefore, neces- 
sary that I should go to Nuits the next day. The train was adver- 
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tised to start at half-past eight in the morning, but did not leave till 
quarter past nine, thus causing a delay of three-quarters of an hour 
in a journey of fifteen miles. On arriving, I saw the first real evi 
dence of war I had seen during this visit, not to be compared for a 
moment with those near Orleans, but still unmistakable; the fourteen 
burnt houses, however, were repaired, or in process of reparation, and 
to my question, " who has done this ?" the answer was, ^^ the Proprie- 
taires." Can they not do more towards your losses ? ^' No, for they 
have suffered severely themselves." I went at once with M. Bailly 
to the Mairie, where the returns of the city and Communes were 
shown me ; they were not, however, in condition to get at results 
at once, and I was again obliged to set the Secretary at work in 
making up tables, which he did not send me till yesterday. 

The Canton of Nuits consists of 27 Communes, the population of 
which is 18,803, including the Commune of Nuits, which has a 
population of 3,643. The following tables show the losses, amount- 
ing in the whole to 607,051.43 francs. Eighty families of small cul- 
tivators reduced to poverty by exactions of the German army : 

BTAT DES DEFENSES BT RBQUISmOKS FArTBS BUR LBS HABrTAHTS DBS 26 

COMMUNES EURALB3 DU CANTON DB NUFTS. 

Avolne, 95.782 kilog., 30,500.87 

Foin, 210,992 " 38.480.10 

Paille, 8,205 " 10,975,85 

B16 1,777.00 

Farine, 8,738.94 

Pain, 1,562.77 

Boeafs r^quisiUonn^s oa enlev^s, 9,919.80 

Vaches " " " 55.869.77 

Moatons " " " 10,626J80 

VeaazetPorcs " " 3,538.00 

Chevaux " " " 10.600.00 

VolaiUes prises , 1,466.00 

Marchandises diverses pill^es on derob^ee, 2,707.45 

Objeta do consommaUon divers, • 27,475,56 

Contribations de Guerre, 100.00 

Charrois et traxiBporto reqaialtionn^s, 15,439.00 

D^pensee d'entretien et de casemement, 21,271J25 

id. d'h6tel8, 345.00 

id. faites par les Commanes, 37,494.86 

id. faites par lea habitants 121,803.50 

Evaluation des frais de nourriture que les habitants ont 6t6 obliges 

de donner, 146.166.09 



Total, fcs., 556,857.51 
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ETAT DES D£FSN8£8 ET REQUISITroNS FA1TE8 BUR LES HABITA17T8 DE LA 

COMMUTE DE ZOJITB. 

Avoine, 12,680 kilofl., 86,770.40 

Foin, •. 2,673.00 

Paille 672.54 

Objets de consommation diyers, 1,899.90 

Contribution de Querre, 5,000.00 

Charrois et transports requisitionnds, , 925.50 

D6t)en8es d'entretien et de casernement, 27,051 .60 

id. d'h6tel8, 8,862.50 

id. faites par la Commune, 85,871.14 

id. faites par ]es habitants, 27,051.60 

Evaluatiop des fiais de nonrriture sur requisitions que les habitants 

ont et4 obliges de donner, • 82,50Q.64 

140,198.82 

The town of Nuits was the field of three battles, those of the 20th 
and 30th November, and 18th December, 1870. In the battles of 
the 20th and SOth several small houses, situated on the side of the 
mountain, were burned, with all their furniture. The army took 
three hostages, and the town had to pay 5,000 francs to secure their 
freedom. In the battle of the 1 8th the losses by fire and of furniture 
were much larger, and the Germans, in the evening, when they were 
masters of the town, pillaged several shops, hotels and private houses. 

Damage done to private buildings,. 61,700 fr. 

Goods taken or destroyed, 12,255.57 

The army took the medals from the n6tel de Ville, which were of 
a scientific rarity. They made twelve hostages, which were set free 
on account of the good treatment that the Germans received from 
the town ambulance. 

On account of the depredations committed by the German army, 
150 grape-growing families have been obliged to depend on their 
fellow citizens and friendly strangers for their living. 

The loss is estimated at, at least, 30,000 francs. 

The town of Nuits, to preserve itself and Commune from being 
pillaged, had to contribute — 

In kind for the sum of 79,770 

And in ** cautionnement" 39,500 

towards the war contribution of 1,000,000 francs, which was laid 
upon the Department of the Cote d'Or. 

M. Bailly came again to me yesterday, bringing the returns 
above, and also a list of special cases among the poor. I gave him 
five thousand and two hundred and ninety-five francs, to be dis- 
tributed as follows : 
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CITY OP Hurrs. 

T'arious poor persons, 665 fr. 

Poor, during winter 500 fr. 

Hospice Civile, which has greatly sujSered in many ways daring the 

war, 500 fr . 

Blaison de Fr^res Chretiens, for repair of injuries to Uieir building by 

shells during the battle of the 18th Dec., 132.45 

Asile de Citeaux, support of three little boys for three years, 540. 

Bon Pasteur, support of five little jB^irls,. 300. 

Canton of Nuits, to be distributed among twentyseven Communes, . , . 2,657.55 

5,295. 

The day before yesterday I called upon the Pr^fet of the De- 
partment, Mr. H. De Brancion ; my special pass was a quite suffi- 
cient introduction, and he received me with great kindness. The 
substance of his conversation was as follows : " We have suffijred 
great losses in this Department, more especially on the track of the 
German army, from Montbar and Dole upon Dijon, but as yet there 
has been no opportunity to correct the returns made by the Maires, 
and I have reason to believe some of them need very considerable 
cutting down. 

On Monday next a Commission will be opened in each Canton of 
the Department, consisting of, 1. The Juge de Paix. 2. The No- 
taire. 3« Receveurs des Contributions Indireotes. 4, Percepteur des 
Imp6ts. 6. Two Proprietaires who have suffered no losses, and 
the Secretary of the Commission will be in each Canton, the In- 
stituteur («. e, schoolmaster) of its chef-lieu. Of the competence and 
entire impartiality of this Commission, there can, I think, be no 
doubt, and they will carefully examine the return of every inhabit- 
ant of the Canton. My advice to you is the same as I gave to the 
Committee of the Society of Friends, (he called them " Les Qiiack- 
ers,") and which advice they have followed ; that whatever contri- 
bution you may have the kindness to give, should be distributed by 
this Committee. " I will order prepared for you a list of the Com- 
munes I believe to be the most suffering, without guaranteeing the 
entire accuracy of the figures, and then you have all the materials 
I can give to make up your decision." I did not like to come so 
far without doing something in the Avay of personal examination ; 
but on looking at the map I found all the most important places 
were some distance from Dijon, and in the present universal disor- 
der of the railways, and considering the enormous price which it 
would be necessary to pay for a carriage, it seemed not worth 
while, when the composition of the Commission to distribute was 
so good. 
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After studying the list mentioned above, of which the following 
is a cop7, showing a loss to each inhabitant, in a population of 
17,212, of about 125 francs, I decided to give him the sum of two 
thousand pounds, and addressed him the letter copied below : 



CantoM. 



Dijon-Eet, -j 

Dijon-Nord, i 

Genlin, 

Qevrey, 

r 

J. a Sur Tille, J 

L 
Mirebeau, < 

PontailleB, •] 

St. Seine TAbbaje, •< 

Nuits, 

Chatillon, | 

Flavigny, < 



CommoneB. 



Arc Bor Tille, 

Ch6vigny St. Sauveur, 

St. Appolinaire, 

Daix, 

Fontaine les Dijons, 

Norgee, 

Roavree, 

Saulon la Rae, 

Di^nay, ••••.. 

Lax, 

Marsaonay le bois, 

Moloy, 

Champafirne, St. Vinge, 

Mirebeau, 

Rendve, 

Etevaax, 

Perrigny b. Tc^fnon 

Champagny 

St. Seine TAbbaye, 

Ronoourt le bois, 

Chatillon, 

Coolmier le Sec, 

Alise St. Reine, 

Larcey, 

Verrey Sons Salmaise, 



Popular 
tlon. 



1,012 
403 
257 
227 
435 
241 
534 
819 
201 
601 
608 
415 
457 

1>229 
699 
309 
807 
142 
678 
202 

4,739 
624 
695 
556 
427 



Estimation en i 
gent des 6hgttM 
et pertcs par 

snite dMncendles 
etaatrescaoaes. 



FcB. 110,000.00 
25,622.05 
60,900.00 
12,484.80 
25,142.80 
83.091.45 
28,010.50 
46,026.00 
40,000.00 
42 500.00 
34,726.85 
83,150.00 
29,150.00 

181,951.40 

100,000.00 
84,000.00 
28.359.00 

142,429.62 
87.359.11 
42,437.00 

679,281.60 
26,200.00 
28,679 00 
23,055.00 
95.412.00 



Le Pr6fet de la Cdte d'Or, 



H. DB Brakcioit. 



H6t£L de la Cloche, 

Dijon, le 3 Juin^ 1871. 

Monsieur H. de Braxcion, 

JP^efeC de la Cdte d* Or^ 

Monsieur : 

Ci-inclus ayez la bont6 de trouver un billet sur Londres pour la 
somme de deux mille livres sterling, (£2,000,) laquelle somme fait 
partie de I'argent souscrit par les citoyens de New- York pour venir 
en aide aux victimes de la guerre dans les provinces de France, et 
que je laisse entre vos mains pour 6tre distribute par les Commis- 
sions Cantonales dont vous m'avez parl6 hier. Cet argent doit 6tre 
distribu^ autant que possible d'apres la mani^re suivante. 
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" 1°. Anx Communes agricoles qui ont le plus souifert dans voire 
D^partement surtout celles qui se sont trouv^es sur la route de Parm^e 
allemande venant de Montbar et Dole sur Dijon — I'argent devra 
^tre plut6t distribu^ d'une maniere k ponvoir secounr efiectivement 
un nombre limits des victim^s de la guerre que de rendre un petit 
secours k un grand nombre de ces victimes. 

'^ 2^. Les cultivatenrs en petit qui ont 6t6 pilles de leurs meubles, 
instruments aratoires, ou d'une seule vache derront re^evoir de cet 
argent. 

^' 3°. Lorsqu 'on donnera des secours en argent on devra s'assurer 
autant que possible que cet ardent ne soit pas depens6 au cabaret. 

*^ 4^ Que tons ceux qui recoivent de cet areent seront inform6s 
que c'est des citoyens de New- York, (Etats-I^is,) que cela vient, 
et que partout ou il sera possible on en fera note dans les archives 
des Communes, 

" 6.° On devra m'envoyer aussit^t que possible, apres que la dis- 
tribution sera faite, un rapport d^tail]6 de la maniere dont on aura 
depens6 Pargent, des cas sp^ciaux qu'on aura secouru. Ce 5^ devra 
suitout ^tre observe, car, un rapport contenant tout ce que j'ai fait en 
France sera imprim6 pour les citoyens de New- York qui ont sou- 
scrit cet argent. Toute communication devra 6tre envoy^e k H. T. 
Pabkeb, 3 Ladbroke Gardens, W. London. 

Agr^ez, Monsieur le Pr6fet, I'expression 

De ma plus haute consideration, 

(Sign6,) H. T. Parker. 

I leave for Paris to-morrow morning to get the reports, if any has 
been made, of the money given by me to Mr. Riggs, in March, for 
the districts around Paris, as well as that from St. Denis, which 
should be ready, and will be of importance. From Paris I go north 
to Beauvais. 

Paris, Jiine Sth, 1871. 

My last was posted from Dijon, on the evening of the 3d, which 
place I left the next day at ^i in the morning, and arrived in Paris, 
after a tedious journey, at 9 J- P. M. 

Early the next morning I called upon Mr. Riggs, but was not 
able to see him. Mr. Saglier, the Pasteur of St. Denis, did not put 
in an appearance. The two immediate objects of my visit to Paris 
being thus necessarily postponed, I spent the day in examining the 
ruin and devastation civil war has brought upon this once beautiful 
city. 

On Tuesday morning I saw Mr. Riggs ; the full details of his 
accounts he has not yet been able to make up, owing to the inter- 
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ruptions of communications between Paris and the neighborhood. 
He will send them to me shortly. The general result, however, 
was so satisfactory, that I added 3,500 francs more to the amount 
already given him for the agricultural villages in the neighborhood of 
Paris. 

I should have been very glad to have made a still further increase, 
but he told me that he was so exhausted with his constant labor of 
the past nine months, that he should be obliged soon to leave Paris 
to recruit his health, and could not take upon himself the responsi- 
bility of distributing any thing more at present. 

Late on Tuesday afternoon I was informed by the wife of his 
successor at St. Denis, that the Pasteur Saglier had left for Eng- 
land on account of the illness of his wife, and that it would be some 
time before he would return to France. My informant could tell 
me nothing definite in regard to the accounts of money spent at St. 
Denis, her husband having taken Mr. Saglier^s duty only tempo- 
rarily. [Mr. Saglter's report has been received since. — Com.] 

I may here say that, while in France, I have written to all the 
important places from which the final accounts have not been re- 
ceived, earnestly requesting that they may be sent forward at once, 
as my work was near its close, and I was anxious to finish the re- 
port. 

I entered into conversation with the lady above mentioned about 
the present state of St. Denis, and her account of the suffering there 
which she had herself seen, and of the truth of which, I think, there 
can be no doubt, induced me to give 600 francs for her personal 
distribution among the poor. She seemed to be much touched with 
my confidence in her, and promised me a detailed account of the 
manner in which it was distributed. 

On Wednesday I was ill, and unable to work during the whole 
day. Mr. Riggs had several times spoken to me of the Societe de 
Secours aux paysans Fran^ais, established in Paris, with a Com- 
mittee consisting of some of the best English and French names, 
and also that of Mr. Riggs himself, and the objects of which are thus 
stated in their " Appel." 

*'De norabreuses soci6t6s ont dej^ port6 secours aux bless6s, 
malades et prisonniers, premieres victimes de cette 6pouvantable 
guerre. Le monde entier s'est associe pour reraplir cette ti\che si 
touchante. Notre soci6t6 a en vue plus sp6eialeraont de secourir les 
malheurs et la duresse affreuse des paysans fran9ais des departe- 
ments envahis. Les tristes victimes des cruelles n^cessites d'nne 
guerre, ou deux millions d'hommes ont lutte dans tant de combats. 
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ne sont pas raoins dignes de toucher la piti6 des personnes cbarita* 
bles." 

I h'ave heretofore declined to subscribe, because I did not wish 
to sink the individuality of the citizens of New- York in that of a 
European Committee, but on Tuesday he asked me to consider the 
subject again, expressing his strong belief that money entrusted to 
them would be carefully and wisely distributed. I therefore, this 
morning, called upon Mr. Hbnry Bltjnt, one of the English mem- 
bers of the Committee ; he said that the late civil war in Paris had 
prevented the commencement of operations by the Society, but now 
they would soon be at work; that the distribution of money was to 
be made by agents in whom they had every confidence, and who 
would personally visit all the districts where relief was given ; that 
the fund was now about £10,000, and would soon be greatly 
increased. 

The objects of this Society seemed to be so nearly identical with 
those of the citizens of New-York, that I determined to give them 
12,600 francs. Mr. Blunt assured me that dug honor should be 
done to the givers of so handsome a donation. 

I leave for Beauvais to-night, and expect to be in London on 
Saturday or Sunday morning. 



Beauvais, June 9^/i, 1871. 

No. 11 was posted from Paris last evening. I left there at 7.15 
and arrived here at midnight, being one hour late in a journey of 
sixty-five miles. 

After breakfast, this morning, I called at Monsieur De la Coue's ; 
a letter from whose wiie, received in London, suggested my visit 
here. I had previously informed him of my coming, and found 
him prepared to give me the information I wanted. 

The Department of the Oise, of which Beauvais is chef-lien, 
contains something over 400,000 inhabitants, is divided into thirty- 
five Cantons, including in their bounds seven hundred Communes. 
The Department, except Beauvais, is essentially an agricultural 
and cattle-growing country. The Department was invaded by the 
Prussians on the 20th September, from Amiens, Breteuil and Cler- 
mont. Three great battles were fought, and the whole Depart- 
ment sufiered severely from Puissian occupation, which still con- 
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tiaaes ia a part. A contribution of two million francs was laid on 
the City of Beauvais. The following is the statement of losses, ab- 
stracted from the returns in the Prefecture. 

Note 

Concemant les pertes et les dommages subis par le D6partement 
de I'Oise par suite de la guerre — ouvriera sans travail — veuves et 
orphelins. 

1. Les dommages resultant des incendies de b&timents, bois, r6- 
coltes, objets mobiliers, etc., s'elevent pour le D^partementde- 
I'Oise k lasomme de 1,581,943 francs, qui se r^partissent ainsi : 

Arrondissement de Beauvais, 360,498 fs. 

" " Clermont, 603,663 

" " Compiegne, 98,919 

" " Senlis, 663,864 

2. La valeur des objets mobiliers enlev6s atteint pour le D6parte- 
ment la somme de 663,762 fs. 

Qui se r^partissent ainsi : 

« 

Arrondissement de Beauvais, 241,510 fs. 

" Clermont, 66,965 

" Compiegne, 61,754 * 

" Senlis, 293,933 






3. Le chifTre des requisitions en nature, bestiaux, denr^es de toute 
espece est pour le D^partement de 9,563,219 f. 
Qui se r^partissent ainsi : 



Arrondissement de Beauvais, 2,680,197 fs. 

" Clermont, 1,763,784 

" Compiegne, 2,248,123 

" Senlis, 2,871,115 



cc 



4. Le nombre approximatif des ouvricrs qui, par suite de la crise 
industrielle et commerciale r6sultante de la guerre, sont aujourd'hui 
sans travail est dans le Departement de POise de 14 ^15,000 fs. 

Savoir : AiTondt. de Beauvais, 3,700 

" " Clermont, 4,000 

" " Compiegne, 2,000 

" " Senlis, 5,000 

J^ota. — ^Tous ces ouvriers ne sont pas absolument sans travail, un 
certain nombre est occupe k divers travaux crees par les adminis- 
trations locales, mais les salaires sont fort minimes et tout k fait 
insuffisants. 

5. Yingt sept femmes ont perdu leurs maris pendant cette guerre 
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et se troavent absolument, ou k peu pres sans ressources. Dix huit 
d'entre ces yeuves ont des enfants. Lear nombre est de 28. 

N'ota. — Ce chiffre est le r6sultat d'une enqu^te qui ne comprend 
que 20 Communes, dont aucune ville importante. II y a 700 Com- 
munes dans le D^partement. On pent 6 valuer k plusieurs centaines, 
par consequent, ce nombre des victimes que la gueiTe k frapp6es en 
les privant de leur appuL 

Many works have been undertaken in and about the City of 
Beauvais, to give employment to the workmen. In payment of these 
the city has issued paper money, in small sums, to the amount of 
1,000,000 francs, redeemable three months afler the peace; they 
have also raised by voluntary subscription, for additional support 
of poverty caused by the war, 5,000 francs a month since the first 
of January. This leaves the unemployed workmen reasonably well 
cared for. For relief of the Department the French Government 
has appropriated 80,000 francs, its proportion of 6,000,000 granted 
to the whole country ; of this only 35,000 has been received, and it 
will probably be some time before the rest is paid. 

The only aid from foreign sources has been 12,000 kilos of grain 
for seed sent from Belgium and the Pyrenees. On examining the 
above statement of losses, though not by any means so terrible as 
those in Orleans and the C6te d'Or, the average in this Department 
of the whole loss being only about 35 francs a head — of the losses 
which are particularly within the objects of my mission, only a 
little over three francs a head — and the loss by pillage comparatively 
small, yet on looking at the returns of the 700 Communes, the 
details of which are of course too extensive to be given here, it 
seemed to me a case in which a large sum of money might be well 
bestowed, as many of the small Communes had suffered severely, 
and probably very little foreign aid will be given. 

I was much pleased with the manner in which the Pr6fet and Mr. 
De La Coub, both of whom control the action of the Committee of 
Relief, and both of whom assured me that the character of the 
Commissioners of Distribution was such, that relief would be 
given most wisely. I have, therefore, addressed a letter to the 
Pr6fet, substantially the same as that to the Pr^fet of the C6te 
d^Or, with the addition of the following paragraph, and have given 
the sum of 45,000 francs : 

" Apres qu'on aura secouru les agriculteurs, je desire qu'une 
partie suffisante de cet argent •soit donn^e aux veuves qui ont 
perdu leurs maris dans la guerre et qui se trouvent sans res- 
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sources ; parmi Ics veuves on doit d'abord secourir celles qui out 
des enfants." 

I leave for London to-night, and hope to arrive there to-morrow 
morning. 

I remain, dear sir, 

Yours very truly, 

H. T. Pabkeb. 



OORRESPONDENOE 

BELATING TO THB 

FIFTY THOUSAND FRANCS TRANSMITTED TO 
HON. E. B. WASHBURNE, IN PARIS. 



DXPABTMENT OF StATE, 

Washington, 18^A March, 1871. 

Charles H. Marshall, Esq., Chairman of the Chamber of Com- 
merce Committee for the Relief of the Suffering Population of 
France, New- York : 

Sir: 

.nclose, for your information and that of the Committee over 
which you preside, copies of two despatches fromtho U. S. Minis- 
ter at faris, dated, respectively, the 8th and 18th ultimo, relating 
to the disposition made by him of £2,000 forwarded to him by 
your Committee, through Jdessrs. Moroan & Co., London, for the 
relief of the poor in France. 

I am, sir, 
• Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

Hamilton Fish. 



Legation of the United States, 

Paris, February 8, 1871. 

Sir; 

1 received yesterday a telegraphic despatch from Mr. Moran, 
through the intermediance of Count de Bismarck, stating that two 
thousand pounds had been placed to my credit with tlie banking 
house of J. S. Morgan & Co., London, as a first instalment of a 
subscription in New- York City, for ** the poor of France." 

I immediately called on Mr. Jules Favre, to consult him as to 
the best manner of distributing this fund, and he suggested that 
the portion of it to go to Paris and the surrounding villages should 
be placed in the hands of Mr. Ernest Picard, the Minister of Fi- 
nance, who would associate with him a commission, to include one 

5 
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American, who would attend to its distribution. As the American, 
I have named Mr. Joseph Karrick Riggs, long a resident of Paris, 
a gentleman of honor, responsibility and intelligence. 

1 have this day sent to Mr. Favre thirty-five thousand francs, to 
go into the hands of Mr. Picard. I have sent twelve thousand five 
hundred francs to Stbphex S. Lee, Esq., a responsible American 
gentleman, residing at Toura, to be distributed among the poor in 
the valley of the Loire. No man can make a more just and satis- 
factory distribution than Mr. Lee. I have retained twenty-five 
hundred francs in my own hands for future disposition. 

This amount sent me is represented as the ^^ first instalment.'' 
By the time another instalment arrives, I hope to be fully advised 
as to the distribution it will be best to make of it. The sufferings 
of the poor, in all parts of France, where the hostile armies have 
been, are so terrible, that it is very hard to discriminate as to the 
localities where aid shall be sent. 

I have no knowledge of the benevolent parties who have made 
this generous subscription in the City of New- York, and I am there- 
fore unable to communicate with them as to what I have done 
thus far. If yoii shall know them, perhaps you will deem it proper 
to communicate to them the contents of this despatch. 

I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 
E. B. Washburne. 



Legation of the United States, 

Paris, JBkhruary 18, 1871. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to send you herewith a copy of a translation of 
an official letter from M. Jules Favre, acknowledging the receipt 
of thirty-five thousand francs, sent to him by me, from the fund 
remitted from New- York for the poor of France, and also a trans- 
lation of a copy of an unofficial note of the same purport. 

I have the honor to be. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

E. B. Washbuene. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State. 



Sib: 



[Translation.] 

Fabis, February 10, 1871. 



I have received with the letter you did me the honor to write to 
me on the 8th of this month a check for thirty-five thousand francs, 
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representing the amount of the subscription opened at New- York in 
favor of the French poor who have suffered from the present calami- 
ties. I hasten to thank you for the gift of these funds, and I shall 
be obliged to you if you will inform the citizens of New- York, who 
have united in this subscription, of our profound gratitude for their 
generous assistance. I have agreed* with the Minister of Finances 
that the distribution of the amount which you have sent me shall 
be made through a commission, of which Mr. J. Karbick Riggs is, 
according to your wish, to be a member. 

Receive the assurances, &c., &c., &c., 

(Signed,) Jules Fjlvbb. 

Hon. E. R Washburn E, 

Minister of the United States, 



[Translation.] 

Paris, Ft r, nary 10, 1871. 

I am infinitely touched by the striking marks of sympathy which 
my country receives from your free America, and I beg you to con- 
vey the expression of my gratitude to your countrymen of New- 
York, who have been kmd enough to take the initiative in this 
generous offering addressed to France, so cruelly tried. I transmit 
to-day to my colleague, Mr. Picard, Minister of Finances, the 
check for thirty-five thousand francs you have had the kindness to 
send me, begging him to name, for the distribution of this amount, a 
commission, of which Mr. Joseph Kasrick Riggs shall be a mem- 
ber, the gentleman whom you have named, and who will hasten to 
take your instructions. 

I take this occasion to renew the assurances, with which I have 
the honor to be, <&c., &c., ifec. 

(Signed,) Jules Favrb, 

Hon. R B. Washburne, 

Minister of the United States. 

[For a photo-lithographic fac-simile of Mr. Jules Favre's original unofficial 
letter to the Hon. E. B. Washsurkb, see opposite page.— C^.] 
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Letter from Mme. la Comtesse de Montalembert, 

MoNTPELUEE, (H^RAULT,) U 20 Mars^ 1872, 

Monsieur : 

Je yiens eniin voas adresscr le relev6 de I'emploi des 6,345 franc9 
que V0U8 avez bien voulu m'euvoyer (en 1871) pour des veuves et 
orphelins de la guerre. Vous verrez d'apres les pieces ici jointes la 
vive recounaissauee de quelques unes des pei-sonnes qui out. etc 
I'objet de ce secours. Toutes n'ont pas 6t6 capables de vous I'ex- 
primer directement, mais je me suis charg^e d'etre leur interpr^te, 
et de vous redire eu leur nom que jamais secours ne furent appli- 
ques dans des cas plus pressants, ni mieux faits pour relever des 
courages abattus. 6i*ftce k tous les dons g^n^reux qui nous sont 
arrives de TAm^rique du Nord comme de rAm^rique du Sud, nos 
villages ravages commencent k se relever ^tonnamment bien, et 
comme la partie la plus saine de notre pauvre pays consiste dans 
les campagnes, puisque presque toutes les villes sont si mauvaises, 
c'est un grand bonheur de voir ces campagnes reprendre quelque 
prosp^rit^. Les secours anglais, russes et suisses ne nous ont d'ail- 
leurs point non plus fait d6taut, et nous avons k bien remercier la 
Providence de cet aide vraiment fraternel. 

Veuillez, Monsieur, recevoir de nouveau et faire agr6er au Comite 
de New- York les expressions de ma profonde gratitude pour tout 
cc que lui et vvus avez fait pour nous. J'y joins Fassurance de ma 
haute consideration. 

La. Comtessu de Montalembert, 

JVee CoMTEssE de Merode. 



Extracts from a Letter of M. Le Comte de Paris. 

Dbeux, £ure and Loire, France, November 23rf, 1871. 

In conclusion, the following figures will show at one glance the 
employment of the whole sum which makes the object of this re* 
port. Bearing in mind that the amount of the losses caused by the 
war to the laborious and peace-loving populations of France reaches, 
according to official statements, the figure of 800 millions of francs, 
or about $160,000,000, the distress which has followed can be readily 
imagined, and it is only too easy to find places where any amount 
of money would be efficiently employed in repairing those disasters. 
Every subscriber, therefore, can be assured that his gift has been 
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well employed and must, in a certain measure, help to strengthen 
the ties of friendship which unite the two nations. 
Here is the summary of the distributions : 

Approximate Date. 
L Cherizy, (Eare et Loir,). «. 2,500 or £100, or about |500 August, 1871. 

fl* B<mlay, (Loiret.) 1,500 " 60, " 800 November. 
V Cremy 1,500" 60, " 8001 
S^^rwy. 1,500" 60, " SOoIq. , 
^"^ Le$Barde9, 1,000** 40, " 200 f"^^^^* 

I 5' Beaune la Rolands, 500 " 20, " 100 J 

III. ifogent-le-Rci, (Haute Mame,). 1,500 " 60, " 800 November. 

IV. Society for the Relief of French 

. Peasantry, per BL Blount,. . 2,500 " 100, " 500 May. 

12,500 £500, $2,500 

Now, sir, allow me first to express through your Committee to 
all your subscribers, in the name of those whose sufferings and 
anxieties have been alleviated, their deep gratitude for their bene- 
factors ; and secondly, to the Committee itself my sincerest thanks 
for the opportunity given to the Countess de Paris to be one of the 
intermediaries between the American donators and her suffering 
countrymen. If the sympathy which my family has always felt for 
your nation ; if the remembrance of my presence amongst you at one 
of the worst hours of your civil war has been for something in the 
proof of confidence given to the Countess and to myself by your 
Committee, I have received the best reward I could wish for. 

I remain, sir. 

Yours, truly, 

Louis Philippe d'Oel6as8, 

Comte de Paris, 
To Charles H. Marshall, Esq., 

Chairman of the New- York Chamber of Commerce 
French Relief Committee^ 

New- York City. 



Last Report of Joseph Karrick Riggs, Esq. 

Paris, 8 rue d'Albe, Ch. Elys^es, 

^th March ^ 1872. 
Charles Lanier, Esq. : 

Dear Sir, — I had the pleasure, on the 16th ult., of replying to 
your favor of 2d. The draft for £770 6 5 was cashed on the 27th 
ult., as per enclosed " bordereau" of Messrs. Drexel, Harjes & Co., 
and netted, at 25-30 francs to the £1 sterling, 19,715.50 francs, 
which I have distributed as follows, seeking to apply the aid to 
those districts which have most suffered and last received. 

Upon my suggestion, and the approbation of Mr. Washburne, I 
stated the case to Mr. Drouyn de l'Huys, President of the Society 
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of Agriciiltunsts of France. He called a meeting of his Commission, 
which addressed to me the enclosed letter, expressing its gratitude 
to the Society which you represent, and proposing distribution of 
the whole amount, as stated therein. 

This I accepted, with certain modifications, based upon my per- 
sonal knowledge of the localities, reducing the share of Vouziers 
from 3,000 to 2,000 francs, and striking out Chateaudun, Garches and 
the Loiret, which have largely received either from my colleagues 
in distribution, or from myself, acting for the Committees : 

On the 28th February, the award of 10,000 francs 
was paid by me to the '* Society des Agriculteurs 
de France," as shown by the enclosed receipt of 
its Secretary, to be used comformably to agree- 
ment, fcs. 10,000 00 

February 28th. I gave to Mr. O. de St. Foix, Mem- 
bre du Conseil G6n6ral de PEure, for distribution 
among the most needy Agriculturists of the Can- 
ton de Gisors, 1,000 00 

February 29th. To the Marquis de Moknay, De- 
put6 de I'Oise, for the hamlets of Armentieres and 
H6ricourt, burned during the war, and inhabited 
by small farmei's, « 2,500 00 

March 5th. To the Maequis de Lasteyrie, grand- 
sou of Lafayette, Deput6, for the needy Agricul- 
turists of the Arrondissement of Coulommiers, 
Seine et Marne, 5 cantons neighboiing to La 
Grange Lafayette, 6,000 00 

March 7 th. To Mr. DiA, Mayor of Vouziers, Ar- 
dennes, for the Commune of Falaise, burned du- 
ring the war, 1,000 00 

For the hamlet of Beaurepaire, burned during the 

war, 215 50 

This completes the amount of francs,. • . . 19,715 60 

Herewith are enclosed a memorandum of awards, receipts in de- 
tail, from each one of the recipients, their letters of application to 
me, and of expression of gratitude to the citizens of New- York, 
whom you represent. In all instances they have promised to fur- 
nish particulars of distribution, which will be forwarded to you 
promptly upon receipt by me. 

The memorandum and vouchers being rather voluminous, to save 
postage, I will forward them ne:;t week by the dispatch bag of the 
U. S. ijcgation. 

Hoping that the manner of execution of the Commission entrusted 
to me will be satisfactory to yourself and to the Committee, 

I am, dear sir, 

Very truly and respectfully yours, 

(Signed,) Joseph Karrick Rig^s* 
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Letter from M. Le Marquis de Lasteyrie to Mr. J K. Riggs. 

118 Boul'd Haussmann, 
3 Mars^ 1872. 
Mox Cher Moxsieur : 

Je Buia tout k fait honteux d'avoir paru r^pondre par une 
negligence & I'offre si aimable que vous avez bien voulu me faire 
pour mes concitoyens. Veuillez m'excuser et agreer les indications 
que je prends la liberte de vous en v oyer. Permettez-moi d'abord 
de vous dire qu'il me parait meilieur que les sommes dont vous 
pouvez disposer soient envoy^es par vou8-m6me, et ce qui y ajou- 
terait un grand prix moral, serait que vous voulussiez bien indiquer 
que les habitants des EtatS'lJms ont pens6 aux compatriotes et 
Yoisins du General Lafayette. 

Je ne sais de quelle somrae vous pouvez disposer, mais voici la 
situation g6ograpbique de La Grange. Le Canton de Coulommiers, 
.chef-lieu d'arrondissement a beaucoup soufTert, ainsi que ceux de 
La Ferte — Gaucher et de Rebais. Rosay-enBrie, qui est le chef-lieu 
de canton de La Grange a un peu moins souffert, du moins la petite 
ville de Rosay, car il y a eu des Communes tres eprouv^es et en par- 
ticulier Courpalay, Commune de La Grange. Les maires des 4 chefs- 
lieux de canton, M. de Matjssion, k Coulommiei-s; M. Crevot,^ La 
Ferte-Gaucher ; M. Dbshors, k Rebais; M. Fontaine, k Rosay; 
comme M. Decante, k Courpalay, sont des hommes parfaitement 
honorables, et si vous me permettiez de vous donner mon avis, je 
crois quUl serait bon que vous vous adrcssiez directement k eux, en 
les priant de faire la distribution de la munificence Am6ricaine 
parmi les victimes de la gueiTe les plus pauvres de leur canton. 

Je vous renouvelle les plus vifs et les plus afifectueux remercie- 
ments, et je vous prie de presenter mes hommages k Madame Riggs 
en vous serrant cordialement la main. 

Mille bons souvenirs k mon jeune ami Karrick. 

Jules db Lasteyrie. 

Iteceipt: J'ai re^u de Monsieur Riggs, del6gu6 du Comit^ 
^ Am6ricain des citoyens de New- York, souscripteurs en faveur des 

* Fran9ai8 victimes de la guerre, la somme de cinq niUIe francs, qu'ils 

ont bien voulu destiner aux habitants et aux agriculteurs pauvres 
de I'arrondissement de Coulommiers en souvenir du General La- 
fayette. 

Paris, 5 Mars, 1872. 

Jules de Lasteyrie. 
Francs, 5,000. 
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The French Relief Committee in Account wiih Charles Lanier, Treasurer. 

Dr. 



1871. 

Feb. 4, 

6, 

7, 
8, 

9, 
10. 

11, 
13, 
14, 
15, 
16. 
17, 
18, 
20, 

21. 
23, 
24, 
25. 
27 

Mch. \\ 

8, 

6. 

8. 

9, 

11, 

14, 

18, 

21, 

23. 

28, 

29, 

81. 

April 11, 
12. 
19, 
26. 
27, 
29. 

May n. 
15. 
19. 
22, 
26. 

June 10, 

July 14, 
15. 
21. 

An/sf. 18. 

I^ov. 1. 
14. 

Dec. 7. 
1872. 

April 17. 



To casb depoBit, 

«< ti 

*< <« 

U It 

« it 

i< <( 

u $t 

it ti 

(( It 

tt it 

it it 

it it 

tt tt 

tt tt 

tt tt 

ti tt 

tt it 

tt .« 

it tt 

tt It 

tt tt 

It tt 

<« tt 

tt tt 

It tt 

tt It 

tt tt 

tt tt 

tt It * 

It (( 

it tt 

it It 

tt tt 

it tt 

It n 

*t tt 

it tt 

It tt 

$180, gold, at iiii,V.V.V.V.V.".V.V. , 

Deposit, 

It 

tt 

tt 

Chicago donation, from sale of flour,. 

Deposit, 

it 

It 

Sale of floiir by William Patterson,. . 

Balance on account sales bags flour,. 

Deposit, 

tt 



$250 00 


5,460 00 


6,805 00 


2,755 00 


2,952 00 


10,373 00 


18,931 00 


3,587 50 


11,918 75 


3,054 44 


8,731 00 


5,951 00 


1,652 00 


3,007 00 


20,612 75 


485 25 


5,969 37 


1,276 55 


692 00 


2.198 00 


4,903 00 


927 60 


180 71 


386 00 


1,615 37 


2,810 48 


1,198 80 


1,305 40 


1,524 77 


1,512 00 


1,556 30 


681 59 


604 12 


92 35 


1,151 33 


2,215 00 


940 80 


300 00 


209 52 


144 62 


2 00 


10 00 


2,989 00 


4 00 


3,007 92 


28 50 


63 37 


3 75 


1,200 00 


226 97 


48 50 


27 70 


|i4;;,oa3 17 



H 



Cr. 



1871. 
Feb. 6. 



11, 



17, 
18, 

20, 



24, 
25, 



27, 



28. 
Mar. 4, 



6. 



8, 
10, 

14, 
17, 



18, 
21, 
24, 



By cash. £2,000 @ 110 J,. 
Telegram, 



$9,880.72, gold. @ 1111 

Bill Collins & Go. for copying.. , 
5 days' service, H. C^tebbins,. 
4 days' service, J. E. Fancher... 



$9,822 22 
58 50 



Bill of Stebbins, 

Telegram to Earope, $45, gold, @ 111,, 



BillJ.E. Fancher,.. 
" M. B. Stockwell. 
*' J. P. Tibbett, . . . 



£10,000, @ 123^ 

Telegram, $28.50, gold, @ 11 IJ,. 
Bill J. E. Fancher, 



" Collins & Co. 



Telegram to Earope. $30, gold, @ 111^,.. . . 
Bill VV. B. Stockwell, ; 



" Cregan&Co.,, 
" J. Edgar,. •.. 



« 
it 



Printing, , 

R. A. Merriam, 

Paid to officers of supply ship,, 



Bill J. T. Wilson & Co. 

" J. Eager, , 

" C. S. Newlett 



tt 



Jesse Hoyt &Co.,. 



Note C. H. Marshall, March 1st, 4 m. d 
$137.25, less discount, 

Cartage on flour, 

£3,000 and cable telegram,® llOf, $14,760.67 
gold,@lll| 

Bill R. Lawless. 

'' J. Arthur Murphy, for forwarding circu 
lars to Clergymen, 

Telegram, $15, gold. @ lllf, 



Exchange on Schenectady, draft, 

Bill R. Lawless, .... 

Insurance, 

Bill paid by Geo. Wilson, on ac. of Committee, 



60 75 
25 00 
20 00 

25 00 
49 95 

82 50 
40 00 
85 00 

54,888 89 

31 78 

5 00 



40 13 
83 45 
80 00 

4,050 00 
1,920 00 



24 00 
500 00 

2.194 54 

1,920 00 

142 15 

14,310 00 



52 00 
16 70 



4 25 

280 85 



$11,054 05 

105 76 

74 95 

107 50 



54,925 67 
25 00 



103 58 



5,970 00 
6 25 



524 00 



18.566 69 

134 Oo 
13 75 

16,446 38 
21 00 



68 70 

20 

87 20 



285 10 



75 



\ 



Mar. 25j£2,000, @ llOf, 
Telegram, 



28, 
29, 



81, 
April 1, 



8. 
4, 
5, 



$9,848.38, fl:old. at 111^ 

27, Exchange on Easton, Pa., check. 



6. 

8, 

11. 
12. 

13, 



14, 
15, 

28, 



Telegram, $24. gold, @ 110^,', 

Check signed C. H. Marshall, Chairman,. . . . 

Exchange on Red Hook, check, 



Bill R. Lawless 

" Dabney M. & Co., £500, @ 122,. 
$15. gold,® llOi, 



By order C. H. M., Chairman, Erie R. freight. 



t* 



it 



tt 



i( 



«< 



Bill J. W. Amerman, 

" L. I. Express Co., 

Freight on 100 bbls. of flour from West,. 
Freight paid Erie R 



29. 

May 1. 

2, 

June 6, 

July 13, 



Bill R. Lawless 

** Seaman & Rymes, 

Discount on 25c. mutilated, , 

Paid Erie R.R 

BillR. C. Root & Co., 

*' Hussey's Special Post,.. 



" Liverpool and London and Qlobe Insu 
ranee Company, 

Bill R. Lawless, 

£250 @ 122i, 

£1,000@ llOf. $4,922 22 

LessllO. 8 07 



Telegram, 



$4,^19 16 
9 00 



$4,928.15, gold. @ IIH, 
BillC.H. Marshall,.... 



Exchange on Wash., draft, $300, 

Bill R. Lawless, 

" Jesse Payne, 

$15 77, gold, @ 112j, telegram to Mr. Wash- 

burne, 

3 days draft, favor Monsieur C. Due de Me 

rode, 13,341 francs @ 5.10, $2,633.56, gold, 

@ 113i, 

Fes. 14,022.62 @ 5.12^, $2,736.12, gold, @ 

112i, 

$3,791.47, gold, @ 113f 



Aug. 4, 

Oct. 16. 

Nov. 16. W. Patterson,. 

20, 
May 25, 

25. 

25, 



To M. Nelson, Chairman,. 
** Compilation of Report,, 

" Lithographing. 

" Printing Report, 



" Balance transmitted to J. E. Riggs, 



$9,833 33 
15 00 



120 28 
15 



2,711 11 
16 57 



271 25 

3 50 

80 00 

220 00 



70 33 
45 37 



17 00 
1,361 11 



$10,956 27 

20 

26 52 



120 43 

7 50 



2,727 68 
80 00 
80 00 



150 00 

64 00 

429 95 



574 75. 

85 95 

28 50 

05 

115 00 



115 70 

3 88 

1,378 11 



5,476 41 
4 13 


5,480 54 

75 

1 00 

50 10 





17 74 



2,989 09 

3,071 29 

4,312 79 

158 17 

1,401 97 



648 95 
185 05 

$148,038 17 
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